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A billboard for the new campus, the Corporate and Community Education 
Center, stands outside of the old Lucent Technologies building. See the back 
page of this issue for more pictures. 


New ‘ESCAPIST?’ club ee 


Weekly dodgeball 
turns into newly 
planned NECC club 


By RyAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Does playing dodgeball, running 
a poker tournament, shooting paint- 
balls and going white water rafting 
sound like a good time to you? If so, 
then there is a new group forming 
that may interest you: the ESCAPIST 
club. 

According to the club constitu- 
tion, the ESCAPIST (Extreme 
Sports, Cards and Philanthropic 
Individuals Syndicated Throng) 
club’s focus is to “stimulate social, 
cultural and intellectual interaction 


outside of the classroom and to pro- 
mote opportunities for citizenship, 
professional growth as well as com- 
munity and leadership development. 
This will be obtained through the 
club sponsorship of recreational, 
entrepreneurial and philanthropical 
promotions, events and excursions.” 

Basically, the club is planning to 
play games like dodgeball and cap- 
ture the flag with paintball, take 
camping, hiking and white water 
rafting trips, do charity work, per- 
form community and campus service 
and help improve student life. 

The ESCAPIST club is not an 
official campus club yet. It will go 
before the Student Senate this week 
in hopes of becoming an official 
campus organization. 

The club is the creation of a 
group of students lead by Andrew 


Fale and Adam Reinhart. “We want 
to create a group that offers every- 
thing. Great games, trips, campus 
and community service, fundrais- 
ers—its about events. Everyone is 
welcome to join. Its for people who 
are looking to join a club but don’t 
know what join.” said Fale. 

“It’s a place were people can 
came and get social, meet new peo- 
ple and try some new things,” adds 
Reinhart. “We want to do more then 
just games. We've talked about 
Texas hold’em tournaments as 
fundraisers or for charity, tutoring 
sessions, helping students buy books, 
all kinds of things, and we are always 
looking for ideas. There are so many 
things that the clubs at NECC can do 
for the community.” 


See Dodgeball, page 17 


ull hosts ‘Italian Festival’ 


Downtown Haverhill fills with 
Italian entertainment, including 
a performance by Tony Pace. 


ll Arts 


College opens 
new campus 


‘NAS’ to improve CDL 
program and local 


workforce development 


By DustTIN LucA 
Editor 


To kick off the Fall 2005 semes- 
ter, NECC opened up a brand new 
campus in North Andover, Mass. 

Located at 1600 Osgood St., 
about a mile and a half from route 
495, the new campus, tentatively 
named “North Andover Site” and 
appearing in class schedules as the 
abbreviation “NAS”, houses many 
corporate training workshops and 
seminars on a weekly basis, classes 
similar to those on the other campus- 
es and the-.newly reorganized 
Commercial Drivers License pro- 
gram, a program that was once 
offered at the Haverhill campus in 
previous years. 

“It opens up the opportunity for 
us to expand more programs into the 
daytime so we don't have to duel with 
the credit classes,” said Jane Albert, 
marketing coordinator and IT pro- 
grams manager at the new campus. 
“Right now, most of our program- 


ming occurs at night, because that's 
the way it worked out at the Haverhill 
campus... It's more convenient.” 

According to Albert, the space 
for the campus came about after the 
fall of Lucent Technologies, the 
owner of the building. Recently, 
Lucent Technologies started offering 
space in the building, an opportunity 
NECC dove for. 

“Lucent had a training facility 
here. We rented the space now, since 
the building's become open,” said 
Albert. “The lease on the space will 
last for three years, and at the end of 
that three years, the college will 
decide if they will renew the space or 
let it go. 

Albert also said that the new 
facility gives NECC's corporate 
training program more space to work 
with. 

Along with housing many one- 
time workshops covering a variety of 
topics, the new campus also houses a 
new and improved version of 
NECC's Commercial Drivers License 
program, also known as CDL for 
short. To help improve the program, 
NECC has paired up with Somers, 
CT and Pawtucket, RI. based New 
England Tractor Trailer Training 
School. 


See NAS page 6 


anned 


Ryan McAskill photo 
Intramural dodgeball, held every Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Sports and Fitness center, set the 


foundation for the planned ESCAPIST club. 
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Food services on 
campus close early 


One of the great things about 
NECC is the food shops and services 
spread throughout the campus, mak- 
ing it so anybody can get almost any- 
thing during peak class times, such as 
cereal, fruit, pizza and even subs. 

But it’s kind of hard to get such 
things when you are getting out of a 
1:30 class, obviously in need of nour- 
ishment after sitting through two 
hours of grueling Copy Editing, to 
find that your food service of choice 
has already packed up and closed 
half an hour early. 

Typically, the food services at 
NECC call it a day at 2 p.m. because, 
by this time, most classes are out 
already. In fact, we believe that the 
closing time for the services is 2 p.m. 
because of the last day classes that 
end at 1:45 p.m., 1:50 p.m., ete. 
Students getting out of these classes 
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are likely to grab a bite to eat before 
heading home. But, obviously, they 
can’t do this if the shop is closed, 
which then leaves them to drive 
home partly unsatisfied with their 
college experience for that day. 

But this goes beyond the stu- 
dents. Often, our work at the 
Observer requires us to spend a con- 
siderable amount of our free time in 
the newsroom, and with classes run- 
ning for many of us during the day, it 
isn’t uncommon to get out of a class 
that ends at 1:30 p.m., try to grab a 
bite to eat, and sit in front of a com- 
puter for a few hours. 

And when Jitters or B-104 closes 
early, then we have to work hun- 
gry— that is unless we are ambitious 
enough to raid one of the vending 
machines on campus. 

So, in short, the food services 
that are closing early at NECC 
should honor the times that they 
advertise to the students and the col- 
lege. It only makes sense. 
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I HEARD THAT 
WITH THE HURRICANES, 
THE WAR AND NATIONAL 
DEBT, BUSH SAID To STOP 
LOOKING FOR WATER ON 
MARS AND LOOK FOR 
GOLD INSTEAD ! 


you? 


Joshua Therrien, Liberal Arts Alyssa Santana, Early Childhood C.J. Scutt, General Studies 
“I spend most of my money on gas 
for going to school, so I can’t pay for 


anything else.” 


“If you go to the gas people and give 
‘em five dollars, they laugh at you.” 


“Ef gas! It ain’t worth it. I’m about to 
buy a bicycle.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Gabrielle Kinsman, Writing 


Tim Billbrough, General Studies Liz Cain, General Studies 


“I spend a lot more money, but it has- 
n’t really changed anything.” 


“I never get to visit friends. I can’t 
really do anything but go to school, 
‘cause I can’t afford gas!” 


“I don’t like it, but it doesn’t stop me. 
Can’t help but drive a lot. I live on the 
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Military making war a game 


Realistic video games 


being used to recruit 


new soldiers 


BY STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


Raise your 
hand if you're 
an 18-to-24- 
year-old who 
plays video 
games. Guess 
what—the U.S. 
military wants 
you! 

Bush's 
approval rating 
has sunk lower than ever. The war in 


Iraq seems to have no end. In the 
wake of Katrina, people who already 
hadn't lost faith in our leader are 
beginning to have their doubts. And 
as each year passes, the United States 
military still needs thousands of 
young and willing cadets. But it's one 
thing to enlist during times of peace. 
It's an entirely different thing to do it 
during wartime, under the knowledge 
that you'll most likely be sent over- 
seas for an unknown amount of 
months, facing the grim possibility 
that you may not return alive. It's 
becoming more and more difficult to 
find fresh, young recruits. 

So enter the newest form of army 
recruitment: video games. 

America's Army, which first 
appeared on the scene in 2002, is a 
free video game developed by the 
U.S. Army. In it, you play as a young 


soldier who goes through virtual 
recruitment, basic training, and even- 
tually more advanced training, 
including marksmanship. Over 3.4 
million gamers have downloaded the 
game for free at the U.S. Army web- 
site, inspiring the military branch to 
open their own video game studio, 
with the sole purpose of hopefully 
appealing to and recruiting young 
Americans. The most recent endeay- 
or comes from the Navy, with their 
submarine mission game, NTE: 
Strike and Retrieve. 

People are torn as to whether this 
is ethical or not. On one hand, it's just 
like any other army propaganda, such 
as commercials and TV_ spots. 
Although the Army may contact you 
if you play this game, they're likely 
to try recruitment through other 
means anyway, just as they've been 


doing for the past few centuries. 

The problem is that video games 
are different in the sense that much 
more time is devoted to them. People 
really get into the game, and the 
game always romanticizes the sub- 
ject, either through humor or by mak- 
ing violence seem less severe. When 
people die in most games, there may 
be several spurts of blood, followed 
by an image that “dies” and vanishes 
from the screen. There is no writhing 
of bodies, no howls of pain, just a 
simple, clean death. Everyone knows 
this just isn't how it works in the real 
world. 

Which brings me to my second 
point: you may be quick to argue that 
if a game about the U.S. Army pro- 
motes violence, then what about all 
the rest of the games on the market? 
What about the Mortal Kombat, the 


GSA faces resentment 
from NECC student 


Dear Editor: 

It was just last week that I 
noticed all the rude and crude people 
that we have here at NECC. I am one 
of many members of the G.S.A. here 
_ at this school. About three days after 
the college life event, the G.S.A. had 

posted fliers for their upcoming 
meetings that take place Fridays at 
noon in room C108. That's when I 
noticed a teenage male taking down 
the club fliers and throwing them in 
the trash. 

I did not have any time to ask 
him why he did it, but I happened to 
run into him a few days later and did 
ask, "Why did you take the G.S.A. 
fliers down and throw them in the 
trash?" The young man answered 
with the meanest thing I have ever 
heard in my whole life: "I did it 
because gays don't belong in this 
world and should be banned from 
America for being that way!" I was 


very shocked by his words. 

“What was I going to do?” I 
thought. Then I realized that there is 
not much we can do as club here at 
NECC. All we can do is stay strong 
and be the best club we can be. But I 
do hope that people do-know that just 
because people are in a club with the 
title of Gay-Straight Alliance, does 
not make everyone in that club gay. 

The club is made to bring differ- 
ent types of people together to get to 
know each other. So please, all we 
ask is to be respectful of the people 
around you and to your surroundings. 
Also if you see anyone taking down 
any fliers, let someone know. 


Thank you again, 
Destiny Monaco 
Gay-Straight Alliance 
member 


Parents may not have 


choice but to bring 
children to school 


Dear Editor: 

I would like to respond to an arti- 
cle in the Sept. 21, 2005 issue of the 
Observer about children being in the 
classroom. I agree that children 
should not be in the classroom, espe- 
cially during a test-taking period. I 
agree that they can cause a distraction 
that could cause a student to miss an 
item of vital learning. 

But how can you be so knowl- 
edgeable about the options a parent 
can exercise? Perhaps you consider it 
common courtesy or com- 
mon sense for a parent to 
have options for childcare. I can 
relate to your first-hand experience 
with having to raise children. One of 
the hardest actions a parent can take 
is to trust the care of their child to 
someone else. This is especially true 
when the child is not feeling well. I 
can assure you that parents would 
rather not take their children to 


school, If you think they are a dis- 
traction to you, think about how that 
parent feels. Not only do they have to 
pay attention to the instructor, they 
also have to provide care and atten- 
tion for their child. 

Trust me when I tell you that we 
would rather not have our child in 
class with us. We are here to learn, 
just like you; we need to have the 
same benefit of learning without dis- 
tractions as you. Therefore, when you 
come across a child in the classroom, 
try to keep in mind that the parent 
probably exhausted all of their 
options and had no choice but to 
bring their child to class. 

May the god of your understand- 
ing bless you with many highly 
active children. 


George Martinson 
Amesbury, MA 


Doom series, or the Resident Evil 
series? Simply put—they're fake. 
You're killing zombies and monsters, 
not other human beings. Gamers 
realize that no, you can't really shove 
your hand through someone's eye 
sockets and rip out their spine. 

These military games are not 
being promoted with a disclaimer 
about “fantasy violence”. They open- 
ly advertise their games as “training 
and recruitment tools” which leads a 
gamer who scores high to believe 
that he or she was meant to join the 
military. 

But there is a huge difference 
between a mouse and a sniper rifle, 
and I worry that the youth of today 
may be blinded to the fact. 

War should not be sold as a 
game, because it isn't one. 


Class sizes should be increased 


Dear Editor, 

My name is Yaneris Rivera and 
this summer was my first time being 
a student at NECC. I'm majoring in 
general studies for Nursing. I'm plan- 
ning on transferring to a four year 
college for my bachelors in nursing, 
and to continue my education as a 
nurse practitioner. The reason for me 
writing to the editor is to express my 
thoughts on how it was registering 
and on how the parking is at NECC. 

I actually did my fall registration 
together with my summer one in 
April. So it was very quick and did 
not have a problem picking out class- 
es to accommodate my schedule. 
But, as fellow classmates tell me, 
when they came in about July 
through August to register, it was 
horrible. They had to wait in line for 


hours and hours and at times they 
had to come back at another day. 
There were classes students needed 
to take in order to begin other ones 
and they would all be full. I truly 
believe they should figure something 
out so that more students can have 
accommodating schedules and be 
able to take the classes necessary in 
order to continue with their major 
rapidly. 

It's not a good feeling when 
you're trying to get either all your 
basic courses done to enter college 
leveled courses or when you’re doing 
your prerequisites to enter your actu- 
al program and they tell you “Sorry, 
that class is full, try next semester.” 
They should either get more faculty 
members or add at least a few more 
students to each class. I doubt that it 


will hurt a class or a teacher if they 
were to add at least 5 to 7 students 
per class. 

Also, the parking at NECC is 
quite a traffic jam. But, theres not 
much that could be done about that. 
There are a lot of students and most 
of them come at about the same time. 
One thing they should do is make the 
visitors parking smaller. There are a 
lot more students then there are visi- 
tors and that would probably help the 
traffic out some more. Besides that , 
students just have to come in earlier 
in order to not be late for class. 


Yours truly, 
Yaneris Rivera 
Location unknown 


Financial Aid unfair to full time workers 


Dear Editor: 

This is my second semester at 
NECC. The financial aid system is 
unfair to students that need to work 
full-time in order to survive in this 
world, and are going to school to get 
a better education for their future. 
They should consider us and help us 
out. Even if it's just paying the class- 
es and no books, or at least, half the 
classes and books. 

I'm a full-time student and also a 
full-time worker at Prescott House 
Nursing home. I live on my own in 
Bradford. Living on your own with 


no help from parents is very difficult. 
I have to pay for bills, food, acces- 
sories like toothpaste, soap, etc., and 
that's not including car payments. 
When I spoke to one of the ladies 
that works in the financial aid depart- 
ment, she said that “the computer 
shows that a person can live off 
$6,000 a year.” Do you really think 
that's enough? They have other meth- 
ods like student loans, etc. But that's 
still money coming out of our own 
pockets, and you have to be over 24 
years of age to be considered an 
adult. So then, what will happen with 


us independent students that get no 
help from anyone, and aren't 24? 
How are we going to pay for school 
if we don't get financial aid or a stu- 
dent loan? 

I feel as if they should really 
check into the backgrounds of peo- 
ple's bills and responsibilities, 
instead of just going by our income. 


Johanna Ortolaza 
Bradford, MA 


In support of ‘Work To Rule’ 


Dear Editor, 

I take exception to several things 
you implied in your Editorial enti- 
tled, "IS WORK TO RULE 
RETURNING THIS YEAR?" 

Most, if not all, of the faculty I 
know do not limit students' access to 
them. We fulfill our office hours and 
we will make appointment with stu- 
dents who cannot make it to our 
office hours. 

As teachers, we believe in our 
profession and see helping our stu- 
dents learn as our highest priority. 

Most Work to Rule activity by 


faculty has been to bring pressure on 
the College and the Board of Higher 
Education to negotiate with us. 

Our activities usually center 
around adjourning meetings and 
refusing to be on extra committees. 
Anyone who has been around meet- 
ings at this college will tell you that 
not much is accomplished at them 
anyway. 

What hurts our students on an 
everyday basis is the lack of full-time 
teachers. We lose more and more 
every year. The loss is picked up by 
part-timers, most of whom are over- 


worked and underpaid. 

These part-timers do not have to 
have office hours and do not have to 
do committee work. This is a much 
greater detriment to you than faculty 
not attending a meeting or refusing to 
work on yet another committee. 

Your teachers are on your side. 
We would not be here if we were not. 


Sincerely, 

George Medelinskas 
Professor, Computer 
and Information Sciences 
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From moisture pocket to death trap 


The untold story 
behind the creation 
of ‘Stormie’ the storm 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


This year, 
as we have all 
seen, has been 
a very active 
year for really 


big storms. 
I’m _ talking 
extremely big, 
like Wolf 


Blitzer’s ego. 

The year started, for us, with a 
nor’easter in January that dumped 
almost 4 feet of snow in some areas 
and upwards of 20 in others, which 
in turn resulted in the closing of 
what was referred to as “practically 
everything” in the state of 
Massachusetts. This was followed 
by another storm, and another, and 
then possibly a few more after that. 
It wasn’t like anybody was keeping 
track or anything. 

Now, it is almost a year later, 
and though the world of storm 
activity has fortunately ignored us, 
other parts of the country are feel- 
ing the heat instead. 

In fact, so far this summer, 
Mother Nature has done nothing 
but show a very unstable disregard 


YOUR EDUCATION. YOUR LIFE. 


and towards 


states that begin with the letter I 


extreme prejudice 


(this is why most states located 
near or within the same country as 
Louisiana have started enforcing 
martial law on a round-the-clock 
basis, which includes the immedi- 


ate execution of anybody listening 


to pop music). Also, as a result of 


this unexplainable weather phe- 
Texas has shut down 
production, New 


nomenon, 
most of its oil 
Orleans is being 
renamed New 
Atlantis and Al 
Qaeda is claim- 
ing responsibili- 
ty for all storms 
that made land- 
fall 
and September 
of this year. 
Now, 
of you are prob- 
ably wondering 


in August 


many 


sure. 


where storms 
actually 
fe“P 30 +a, 
Personally, I have no idea, but I 
have prepared a very believable 
story as to how a storm goes from 
being a pocket of moisture trapped 
in the atmosphere to a spinning 
death machine that is absolutely 
impossible to run from. 

A storm starts out as a little 
baby cloud birthed by people work- 
ing within the oil industry, where it 
hovers in place above some random 


come 


ocean and gradually sucks the life 
that 
storms were created over the Dead 
Sea, but after a while, the Dead Sea 
died from the constant sucking of 


out of ocean. Originally, 


its life (hence the name), and the 
outspoken members of the oil 
industry moved onto bigger and 
better things, such as the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

After a storm floats about for a 
few days, it hits puberty and starts 


‘a G set up 


Now, obviously, we are about to 
face a horrible winter, where we 
can expect to be hit by at least 40 
storms, 10 close reenactments of 
the Ice Age and maybe even a few 
earthquakes, just for good mea- 


experiencing growth spurts, the 
appearance of facial hair, a deep- 
seated desire to drive exceedingly 
fast sports vehicles and a dire need 
to kill an alarming number of peo- 
ple. This is when it begins its life as 
we, the ‘innocent’ people, see it. 
Once the storm gets to be of 
respectable size and threat, an out- 
fit known as the National Weather 
Service gives the storm a name 


At Bryant University you will find academic excellence and 

a supportive community where character and success go hand 
in hand. And you'll measure your success as much by who you 
are as by what you accomplish. 


At Bryant, we do more than educate you to perform academically 
and professionally. We prepare you for life. 
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* oq percent of the class of 2004 were employed or enrolled 
in graduate school within six months of graduation. 


* Last year almost 300 companies recruited Bryant students. 


* Bryant is ranked #2 “Most Connected Campus” 
by The Princeton Review on Forbes.com. 


Stop by our table and meet with a Bryant University 
transfer counselor at the Northern Essex Transfer 


College Day on October 19 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


The Character of Success 


based on the name of a neglected 
child belonging to whoever hap- 
pens to be NWS’s Meteorologist of 
the Month at the time. It is at this 
time that the storm, that we will 
now refer to as “Stormie”, begins 
producing its own staff of under- 
paid publicists, who in turn begin 
sending press releases to all of the 
biggest news stations as to where 
Stormie intends on going. After 
receiving these press releases, the 
huge 
stations 


news 
can 


reporters and 
cameras and 
stuff for our 
viewing plea- 


sure. 

Then 
Stormie hits 
land and 


starts killing 
an assortment 
of people, 
most namely 
the lazy panic 
motorists stranded with their vehi- 
cles on the highway. 

Within days of landfall, the 
groups responsible for the creation 
of Stormie see it fit to start raising 
gasoline prices. People panic and 
fill up all of their vehicles and start 
buying as much of the bare necessi- 
ties, such as bread, water and pork 
tinds, as possible. And as we do 
this, Stormie 2.0 begins to gain 


strength out in the Atlantic 

like attack in a 
never-ending cycle of destruction. 
During the summer, Mother Nature 
repeatedly punishes the hottest 
areas in the country, and then flips 
things around and beats any and 
every ounce of healthiness out of us 


Storms this 


during the winter. 

Now, obviously, we are about to 
face a horrible winter, where we 
can expect to be hit by at least 40 
storms, 10 close reenactments of 
the Ice Age and maybe even a few 
earthquakes, just for good measure. 
How do I know? Honestly, I don’t. 
But you're still reading, so I’m still 
going to make stuff up. 

Winter is going to be really bad, 
which is why I urge you all to begin 
your panic shopping experiences 
early. This could include but may 
not be limited to buying all the gas 
that can fit in your vehicles and 
empty milk jugs, stocking up on as 
much liquor as humanly possible 
and then even inviting the in-laws 
over in an effort to get them 
trapped out in the storm. In fact, 
also encourage that they not charge 
their cell phones for a week prior to 
them visiting. It'll be more fun for 
everybody that way, and could 
result in some great gambling pos- 
sibilities. 

And tell them to travel on the 
highway. 


1150 Douglas Pike 
Smithfield, R.I. 02917 


(401) 232-6100 


admission. bryant.edu 
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Should the Pled 


a Soak 


ge of Allegiance 


be considered unconstitutional? 


Should children 
exercise freedom of 


choice in school? 


By MELIssA CARON 
Contributing Reporter 


On Sept. 14, a federal judge in 
Sacramento, Calif. ruled that it is 
unconstitutional to require children in 
public schools to say the Pledge of 
Allegiance, on the grounds that the 
words “under God” violate the consti- 
tutional separation of church and state. 
This decision has been made and over- 
turned before; it will be made and 
overturned again. 

Legally, as a result of a decision 
handed down by the Supreme Court in 
1943, children are allowed to choose 
not to participate in the Pledge. More 
than 60 years later, however, saying 
the Pledge is still the default option. It 
is troubling that ANYONE would find 
it appropriate to ask a grade-school 
child to promise allegiance (“strict and 
continuing faithfulness,” defines 
Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate 
Dictionary) to ANY cause. 

Proponents of the Pledge of 
Allegiance might not be so sentimen- 
tal about it if they understood its 
strange origin. In 1891 James Upham, 
the owner of a family magazine for 
young people called The Youths 
Companion had the idea of using the 
celebration of the 400th anniversary of 
Columbus’ “discovery” of America to 


promote the use of the flag in public 
schools. He asked his friend Francis 
Bellamy to help him in his public rela- 
tions work. Bellamy was the vice- 
president of a group known as the 
Society of Christian Socialists, and 
would often lecture on the virtues of 
socialism and the evils of capitalism. 
His belief was that bringing govern- 
mental observances into schools 
would be a good step 
toward federalizing 
the American econo- 
my. 
By June 29 of 
1892, Bellamy and 
Upham had arranged 
for President 
Harrison to 
announce a_ public 


many children were expelled from 
school for refusing to participate. The 
case of one such child went before the 
Supreme Court in 1943 as West 
Virginia Board of Education vs. 
Barnette. Justice Jackson delivered the 
opinion of the Court. He stated, “... The 
compulsory flag salute and pledge 
requires affirmation of a belief and an 
attitude of mind... As governmental 


a 


Yes, a child technically has the right to 
choose.... Through the eyes of a child, 
however, who on the first day of school 


posting was found on a pro-Pledge 
web site: “I would hope that a young 
boy or girl whose parent tells him not 
to say the Pledge feels like a loner 
when school starts. I would hope that 
he or she looks around at his class- 
mates and begins to wonder, ‘I wonder 
what’s wrong with my mommy.” 
KeepThePledge.com, a project of 
Citizens for a Sound Economy, offers 
this advice: “If... a 
parent is offended 
that his daughter’s 
classmates express 
pride in their coun- 
try on a daily basis 
through a simple 
pledge that has been 
said by millions 
upon millions of 


school flag ceremo- ~ - American — school 
Snes haere exercises that right and meets SCOFM. hildcen throughout 
observance of from his peers, and at times, even our history, he 
Columbus Day. * ° could exercise 
Bellamy wrote the teachers... a choice does not exist. school choice and 
program for this cel- leave.” 

ebration, including Yes, a child 


its flag salute. His 
version was: “I pledge allegiance to 
my flag and to the Republic for which 
it stands: one nation indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.” It was to be 
said while giving a stiff, uplifted right- 
hand salute, in the style of the familiar 
“Heil Hitler” salute used in Nazi 
Germany. The Pledge has undergone 
some changes (notably, the adding of 
the words “under God”) but its essence 
remains the same. 

In the early years of the indoctri- 
nation of the Pledge of Allegiance, 


pressure toward unity becomes 
greater, so strife becomes more bitter 
as to whose unity it shall be. Probably 
no deeper division of our people could 
proceed from any provocation than 
from finding it necessary to choose 
what doctrine and whose program 
public educational officials shall com- 
pel youth to unite in embracing.” 
Unfortunately, in spite of Justice 
Jackson’s wise decision and noble 
words, there are still too many who 
lash out in ignorance. The following 


Haverhillicus 
homocrisicum 


Haverhill men: start 
acting your age 


By MARK PALERMO 
Contributing Reporter 


During the past summer, I 
observed a phenomenon in men 
from Haverhill, and it would make 
a great thesis for an anthropology 
study. The Latin term is 
Haverhillicus homocrisicum, or a 
mid-life crisis: Haverhill style. 

In other cultures, men deal with 
ageing in various ways. In some 
tribal cultures, for instance, a man 
at midlife might give away all his 
possessions in order to enhance his 
prestige within the social group. In 
Europe and Latin America, a mid- 
dle aged man—if he is prosper- 
ous—may acquire and maintain a 
young, nubile girlfriend, whom he 
visits on rainy afternoons. Ancient 
Hindu scriptures describe the 
Vanaprasthaya, or the “forest 
dweller” phase of life, in which a 
man renounces the world and turns 
inward for the approaching autumn 
and winter of his life. 

In Haverhill, however, a man 
buys a motorcycle. 

Behold. 
homocrisicum. 


Haverhillicus 
He is typically 


between 30 and 40 years old. His 
waistline is expanding. He finds 
himself huffing after climbing a 
flight of stairs, but he tells himself 
he just needs to put some time in at 
the gym. In order to conceal his 
receding hairline, he shaves his 
head, thinking that this seemingly 
clever ruse makes him look virile 
and cool, and hence more attractive 
to younger females. To demonstrate 
his mastery over powerful 
machines, he alters the muffler of 
his motorcycle so that it makes an 
obscene amount of noise. 

He drives up and down 
Haverhill’s semi-rural streets ruin- 
ing the peace and quiet of others 
who, unlike himself, like to enjoy 
their free time in peace and quiet. If 
asked, he will say he gets a sense of 
freedom from his bike. The only 
problem is what his freedom means 
is that a sleepy afternoon relaxing 
in your backyard is impossible, 
because it sounds like living at the 
edge of an airport with Boeing 747s 
taking off every three minutes. 

Some will say that loud pipes 
are a necessary safety measure— 
admittedly, a reasonable argument 
when one considers the astounding 
number of morons who insist on 
talking on their cell phone while 
they drive cars. But a motorcycle is 
a discretionary vehicle for most 


people. Probably less than one per- 
cent of motorcyclists depend on it 
as primary transportation. If safety 
is a concern, a motorcyclist can use 
his car: nobody is forced to ride a 
motorcycle. 

Moreover, if we apply the 
“safety” argument, what happens 
when I, who also have concerns 
about safety, remove the muffler 
from my truck so that others will be 
more aware of me? Of course the 
police would ticket me, which is 
-what they should do with motorcy- 
clists who alter a stock muffler to 
make it louder. 

So, Haverhillicus 
homocrisicum, give it up. There’s a 
whole new world out there: Spend 
quiet evenings reading a book. 
Attend ham and bean suppers at 
your local place of worship. Take 
up vegetable gardening. Ageing 
happens. I wish you all safe but 
quiet journeys. 


Mark Palermo is a member of 
the NECC faculty. 


technically has the 
right to choose not to say the Pledge of 
Allegiance if she takes it as seriously 
as it should be taken and knows she is 
not ready to make that pledge. 
Through the eyes of a child, however, 
who on the first day of school exercis- 
es that right and meets scorn from his 
peers and, at times, even teachers... a 
choice does not exist. The salute is 
coerced, not legally, but emotionally. 
And therein lies the reason why it 
should be removed from grade- 
schools altogether: So that true free- 


dom of choice can be exercised when 
a youth reaches high school and is 
ready to choose his or her allegiance 
whether it will be to America, God, the 
earth, or another cause altogether. 

“To believe that patriotism will not 
flourish if patriotic ceremonies are 
voluntary and spontaneous instead of a 
compulsory routine is to make an 
unflattering estimate of the appeal of 
our institutions to free minds... 
Freedom to differ is not limited to 
things that do not matter much. That 
would be a mere shadow of freedom. 
The test of its substance is the right to 
differ as to things that touch the heart 
of the existing order,” said Justice 
Jackson in his concluding statement to 
the court in West Virginia Board of 
Education v. Barnette. 

It is understood that the Pledge of 
Allegiance is something close to the 
hearts of many, and an integral part of 
our country’s tradition. It, as well as 
its meaning, should be taught in 
schools at an appropriate grade-level, 
just as parts of our history such as slav- 
ery and the Vietnam War are, when 
students are emotionally ready. But, if 
we wish to live in a country that is 
truly free, even patriotism must be a 
choice. And true patriotism, after all, is 
not manifest in mere reciting of words 
but arises from the heart and mind as a 
result of knowledge about and belief in 
one’s country. 


Dream as if you'll live forever. Live as if you'll die 


today. 
- James Dean 


Tell me and | forget, teach me and | may remember, 


involve me and | learn. 


-Native American Saying 


All glory comes from daring to begin. 
- William Shakespeare 


Choose a job you love, and you will never have to 


work a day in your life 
- Confucius 


Little minds are subdued by misfortune, but great 


minds rise above them. 


- Washington Irving 


| am always doing that which | cannot in order that | 


may learn how to do it. 
- Pablo Picasso 


| am not discouraged because every wrong attempt 
discarded is a step forward. 


- Thomas Edison 


It's never too late to be what you might have been. 


- George Eliott 
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Program plans overseas trips 


Trips include visists 
to Ireland, Beijing 
and other locations 


By JEssICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


After nearly a decade, the Life 
Long learning program has decided to 
bring back their travel program with 
opportunities to visit local and inter- 
national destinations. 

“The people who come are very 
active and they want to get out, they 
want to travel. We decided to bring 
back the program after the requests for 
it,’ said Charlene Boucher, 
Coordinator of the Life Long 
Learning Program. 

Normally, the Life Long Learning 
Program meets every Thursday from 
March to July, and from September to 
December, but after the high demand 
for the trips to come back into play, 
Boucher put an area on their weekly 
sign in sheet to request different 
places to go. 

Attendees come from all over the 
community. Some come from as far as 
Maine, or just right around the corner. 

“They want to go everywhere, its 
great, | mean of course we can’t go 
everywhere so we normally go the 


Continued from Page | 

“We've got dedicated space down 
in the back,” said Albert. The extra 
space, an estimated 160,000 square 
feet along the side of the building, 
will accommodate many trucks 
sporting newly designed logos and 
graphics advertising the CDL pro- 
gram. “The trucks are being painted 
and are coming in soon. We've got 
(the CDL) offices here and they'll be 
up and rolling within the next couple 
of weeks.” 

Along with the large amount of 
space designated to the CDL pro- 
gram, NECC officials add that the 
program will also make use of two 
large classrooms in the building and 
is expected to cater to close to 300 
students per semester. 

“We're very excited,” said Mark 
Greenberg, president of New 
England Tractor Trailer Trading 
School. “We're looking forward to a 
long and very fruitful time here.” 

According to Albert, the program 
runs all seven days of the week: 
Regular classes Monday through 
Friday, and weekend classes on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Along with space used for the 
CDL program and regular classes, 
the facility also contains a full-size 
cafeteria and several meeting areas, 
including a large ‘great room’ that, 
while currently being used for things 
such as breakfast meetings, could 
later accommodate Presidents meet- 
ings and Trustees meetings as well. 
According to Albert, the college 
hopes that the room will, in the 
future, also be the home of local 
chamber meetings. 

“We're moving in, we're starting 
to put things up,” said Albert 
“Eventually, we'll be getting more 
things on the walls, like posters of 


places that get the most requests,” 
stated Boucher. 

Local trips that will be held 
include the Maine Maritime Museum, 
Van Otis Chocolate, The Beacon 
Resort for a Christmas Dinner and 
show, and the Amesbury play house, 
just to name a few. 

The Life Long Learning Program 
plans on expanding their trips to more 
than once a month, adding some bus 
trips to the Boston area to see plays 
and musicals. Also, starting in March, 
there will be international tnps to des- 
tinations such as Beijing, Canada, 
Ireland and Spain; certain trips 
booked also get special group pricing. 

All trips are guaranteed handicap 
accessible. The Life Long Learning 
program makes sure that all destina- 
tions are accessible before any plans 
are finalized. 

“We're all in this for the seniors, 
getting together to mun trips, this is 
what I do and I love it,” stated 
Boucher. 

“People assume that its all old 
people here, but the truth is its not, 
Baby boomers are retiring and a lot of 
people will have lots of free time,” 
admits, Boucher. 

This group, which has resided at 
NECC for approximately 26 years, is 
not just for senior citizens. People of 
all ages are welcome, according to 
Boucher. The group offers an opportu- 
nity for Student Ambassadors for 


each of our programs.” 

According to Albert, the facility 
is watched over by employees of 
Eagle Security, the Security provider 
on all other NECC campuses. 

Another NECC group relocated 
to the new facility is the newly 
redesigned Workforce Development 
and Community Education program, 
which combines the efforts of the 
Corporate Training department and 
the Community Education depart- 
ment in a way that will help them 
“compliment each other”, according 
to Albert. 

The space for NECC in the build- 
ing opened up for the college close to 
around the time that classes were 
starting on other campuses. After a 
couple of weeks of moving into the 
building and designating space, the 
campus opened for business midway 
into September with multiple work- 
shops geared on various forms of 
work-oriented training. Many of the 
workshops were held in the evening 
as work to move into the building 
continued into the day 

“Our student population is more 
so older adults, people who are either 
in the work force or retraining or 
community ed people, people that are 
doing things for personal interest,” 
said Albert. 

In the future, other space within 
the facility could be rented out to 
other companies in the area. 
Speculation from staff at the facility 
suggested a possible deal between 
Lucent and World Gym, and the 
condominium 
space, as was discussed in a recent 
local government meeting within 
North Andover 

“There's a lot of possibility,” said 
Albert, “and it'll be very interesting 
to see ahead in about three years.” 


implementation of 


community service and other student 
leaders on campus. 

“This program is to serve the 
community. That's what we are here 
to do,” said Boucher. The trips are 


also great ways to get to know many 
people around the community. Senior 
Citizers are the main focus of the 
group and there is always plenty of 
socializing going on. Boucher goes 


on to say, “I think this is going to be 
great, it will be really big. I talk about 
it every week to the Thursday group. 
Everyone seems excited” 


Life Long Learning Program trips of 2006 


Canadian Rockies and 
Glacier National Park 


June 10, 2006 
Glacier National Park, Columbia 
Icefields, Athabasca Falls 


8 Days 


Beijing City 


March 14, 2006 
The Great Wall, Peking Opera, 
Beijing Zoo, Rickshaw Tour 


8 Days 


Pilgrimage to Fatima & 
Lourdes with Barcelona 


May 22, 2006 
Fatima, Lourdes, Cathedral of 


Burgos, Grotto of Massabielle 


9 Days 


Shades of Ireland 


April 28, 2006 
Dublin, Castle Stay, Limerick, Cliffs of 
Moher, Blarney Castle 


Directions to the Corporate & Community Education Center, 
1600 Osgood Street, North Andover 
Loosted off exit 48, Ward Hill/Bead¥ord off Route 495 (N or 5) in Haverhal. Bear right off the exit. Stay im the right 
lane, Go through 2 sets of lights, 2¢ the 3rd ight bear right onto Osgood St. (Rt 125 south) toward No. Andover. 
Proceed appros. | mile. 1600 Osgood St. is on the right. (formerly Lucent Tech.) Go through blinking yellow 
light, af next light take a right into the North Entrance reed. Follow directions below for parking information. 
Call $78-659-1200 for handicap access information 


Parking Lot #2 


NECC 
Corporate & 
Community 


Student Parking 


8 Ne. Andower _ 


oceiod if 


Fducation Center 


Front of bull ing 


Pout 
De not ember 
Route 125, Osgeod Street 


tas ENTER HERE (NORTH ENTRANCE) 
* Proceed straight to Lot 42 and park. 
* Wak i turnstile and enter doors straight ahead. 


* Follow 


Do not enter 


—»> Haverhill 


signs to our Corporate & Community Education Center. 


Page 7 NECC Observer 


Oct. 5, 2005 


CAMPUS BRIEFS 


Note takers needed 


Do you know of any good 
Notetakers? If so, please let 
them know we are in need of 
their Notetaking services 

Taking notes for a student 
with a documented disability is 
a great way to: 


Get to know a Professor. 


Become familiar with a 
course which made be 
needed in the future. 


Earn a bit of extra cash 
while on campus. 


Add experience to resume. 


Receive community 
service credit. 
Be involved in the 
college community. 


Help peers and fellow 
classmates. 


Notetakers can sign up 
each semester for classes they 
are enrolled in or during their 
free time to take notes for stu- 
dents with documented disabil- 
ities and are given an honorar- 
ium of up to $125 per class! 


In search of 
creative students 


Parnassus, NECC’s student 
literary-arts magazine, is look- 
ing for submissions from stu- 


dents that fall in the following 
categories: 


Graphics 
Fiction 
Poetry 

Photography 


The deadline for submit- 
ting material that could appear 
in the fall edition is Oct. 27. 
Submissions can be handed in 
either at submission boxes 
located outside of room C-317 
in Haverhill or in the Library in 
Lawrence, or online at 
ghurajt@necc.mass.edu. 


Study abroad 
with NECC! 


The Northern Essex “Study 
Abroad” program provides the 
opportunity to study, for a 
semester, summer or full year, 
in one of over 30 different coun- 
tries. 

Students interested in 
studying abroad are encouraged 
to attend the information ses- 
sion, taking place Fri., Oct. 7 
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Social Sciences lounge (located 
opposite stairs on third floor of 
Spurk building). 

For more information, con- 
tact Dr. Elizabeth Wilcoxson, 
Director of International 
Studies, in room C-314x, by 
calling 978-556-3967 or by 
em a. lel? i Oe Pe 
ewilcoxson@necc.mass.edu. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Downtown Haverhill welcomes 
2nd Annual Italian Festival 


Contests, games ,and 
Italian music fill 


downtown Haverhill 


By J. TILMAN CORMIER 
Contributing Reporter 


The 2nd annual Italian Festival 
took place Sun., Oct. 2 in an effort to 
attract more patrons to downtown 
Haverhill. 

The festival ran from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and featured long-time Vegas 
showman Tony Pace. Activities were 
held at Columbus Park, Railroad 
Square and Wingate Street. All pro- 
ceeds from the event will go towards 
the beautification of the downtown 
area. 

“J didn't know what we were 
going to do for entertainment,” 
Janet Donovan, an appointed mem- 
ber of the city's Events Commission, 
responsible for organizing the festi- 
val. “The mayor said. 'Get Tony 
Pace.”” Pace was coming off of a 
show at Caesar's Palace in Las 
Vegas, according to the mayor. 

Pace gave a full performance 
between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. Pace cur- 
rently participates in the V Las Vegas 
Variety show in King of Prussia, Pa. 
running through Oct. 19. However, 
Pace managed to keep the commit- 
ment to perform again at this year's 
event. 

Obtaining Pace for the festival 
last year was considered quite an 
effort. In fact, the festival date was 
set last year to accommodate Pace's 
schedule, according to Donovan. 

Also held was a formal Miss 
Italy contest at the festival, which 
involved an evening gown competi- 
tion as well as a question and answer 


said . 


session. According to Donovan, the 
contest actually dates back to the 
1930s. Contestants must have some 
Italian heritage and pre-register for 
the event. Thousands of dollars in 
scholarship money was at stake. 
More informally was the Italian 
Stallion contest. “It started as a joke 
last year,” said Donovan. When 
members of the crowd at the Miss 
Italy contest voiced their requests for 
a counterpart for males, an impromp- 


showing up on the day of the contest 
with their sauces,” said Donovan. 
Although the judges attempted to 


accommodate everyone last year, if 


resulted in chaos which was avoided 
this year because they firmly stuck to 
the registration rules. 

This year, Italian beer and wine 
was also sold. Although several 
downtown establishments expressed 
concern to Donovan that this could 
affect their business, it was pointed 


tu competition took place. Women 
were encouraged to find a viable can- 
didate and “slap a sticker on his 
back”, according to Donovan. This 
year, the contest retained the spirit of 
last year's competition, and was held 
in the same informal fashion. 
According to Donovan, the 
Spaghetti Sauce Challenge draws 
tremendous interest. At this event, 
last year's winner will put her sauce 
up against all new competition. 
However, warns Donovan, must be 
already registered to participate. 
Last year, “little old ladies were 


out that the nature of the festival 
would provide valuable exposure to 
the local businesses. 

“The whole goal is to notice 
downtown Haverhill,” said 
Donovan. She also’stated there were 
no security problems at last year's 
event and believed there were no 
arrests. With the addition of the sale 
of liquor, Donovan previously stated 
he was hopeful that the crowd would 
keep the atmosphere friendly but 
“we'll have to see.” Donovan stated 
she has received advice that sticking 
to the Italian wine may be preferable. 


A lecture by 


A complication that the festival 
faced was competing with the Red 
Sox and Yankees game. Donovan 
stated that they were in the process of 
attempting to obtain televisions to 
place outside. Nonetheless, accord- 
ing to Donovan, at least there would 
be “4 or 5S sports bars on the street 
open. People don't understand that it 
takes a year of planning for such an 
event. I didn't know the games 
would be on at the same time.” 

The festival also had activities 
set up for people of all ages and 
interests. 

A “Little Italy” geared towards 
children was set up at Wingate 
Street. The area included games with 
Italian themes and face painting. 

Musical entertainment included 
the only drum and bugle corps of its 
kind in the country and a group of 
nationally renowned Italian sere- 
naders. There was also dance 
troupes, karate demonstrations, and a 
learn-to-skate program. 

A raffle will be offering prizes 
such as gift certificates to restaurants 
in the Merrimack Valley and golf 
lessons. The grand prize is a limou- 
sine for four and dinner at a fine 
restaurant. A free raffle ticket is pro- 
vided on local fliers. 

There was also food vendors and 
artist painting throughout the festival 
as well as hair cutting to benefit the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

Prior to the event, Donovan 
speculated that approximately 
10,000 people were expected to 
attend. According to Donovan, there 
is a huge Italian population in the 
Merrimack Valley. In fact, the across 
the street from the stage area is 
where the first Italian group formed 
the original Sons of Italy. 


Sara Eisenman 


BUILDING 


DESIGN 


PORTFOLIOS 


Print portfolios 
Websites 

Motion portfolios 
PDFs 

CDs 


Limited edition books 


7:00 pm, Thursday, October 27, 2005 
TC-103A, Technology Center 
Northern Essex Community College 
Haverhill, Massachusetts 
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National Polak 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports : 


Historic French 
Quarter cathedral 
officially re-opens 


NEW ORLEANS (AP)—The 
bells of historic St. Louis Cathedral 
rang out across New Orleans on 
Sunday, calling the faithful to the 
first Mass since Hurricane Katrina 
hit more than a month ago. 

The Mass had a dual purpose: 
to mourn the more than 900 who 
perished, and to bring hope to those 
who remain behind and face the 
task of rebuilding. 

“The St. Louis Cathedral is a 
symbol that really unites all of our 
city, and this is what we're going to 
need to move forward," said arch- 
diocesan spokesman the Rev. 
William Maestri. 

Katie Mello, 30, came to 
church with her fiance and mother. 
Mello grew up in New Orleans and 
now lives in Orlando, Fla., with her 
fiance. The couple plans to get mar- 
ried at the cathedral in June and 
returned to the city to bring back 
relatives who had evacuated. 

“This is the heart and soul of 
the city, so this is where it all starts," 
Mello said. 

Located in Jackson Square, the 
triple-spired cathedral was original- 
ly built in 1727. The first Church of 
St. Louis lasted 61 years, until it 
caught fire and was rebuilt in the 
same location. Since then, it has 
withstood hurricanes and_hail- 
storms. It was left virtually 
untouched by Katrina's fierce winds 
and high waters. 


Explosion kills one out- 
side of U. of Oklahoma 
football game 


NORMAN, Okla. (AP)}—One 
person was killed in an explosion 
near a packed football stadium at 
the University of Oklahoma on 
Saturday night in what authorities 
said appeared to be a suicide. 

The blast, in a traffic circle 
about 100 yards from Oklahoma 
Memorial Stadium, could be heard 
by some in the crowd of 84,000, but 
university President David Boren 
said no one inside the stadium was 
ever in danger. 

“We are apparently dealing 
with an individual suicide, which is 
under full investigation," Boren said 
in a statement. There was no infor- 
mation about the person who was 
killed, and no reports of any other 
injuries. 

A police bomb squad detonated 
explosives found at the site of the 
blast. The area near the stadium was 
searched by bomb-sniffing dogs. 

Jaclyn Hull, an OU freshman 
who left the game shortly before the 
explosion, said she saw “a little bit 
of smoke, about as much as you 
would see coming up from a grill.” 

Officers cordoned off an area 
west of the stadium after the explo- 


sion and nobody was allowed out of 


the stadium for about a half-hour 
after the blast, which occurred 


shortly before 8 p.m., about half- | 
time of the Sooners’ game against 
Kansas State. The game continued. 


-NECC gears up for Transfer Day 


U Mass Lowell and 
Boston expected to 


attend annual event 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Contributing Reporter 


The fall semester at NECC is 
well underway, as faculty and stu- 
dents alike are preparing for College 
Transfer Day 2005. 

Transfer Day is an event made 
possible by NECC's correlation with 
the New’ England Transfer 
Association, held on both the 
Lawrence and Haverhill campuses. 
Transfer Day is designed to help stu- 
dents attain information about col- 
leges and universities. 

With over 50 schools set to 
attend, transfer day will be held on 
Oct. 19 from 10 a.m to 1 p.m, in the 
first floor conference rooms of the 
technology center at the Haverhill 


campus. A more limited transfer day 
will be held in the atrium of the 
Lawrence campus on Nov. 9. 

NECC estimates a 25 to 30 per- 
cent transfer rate after graduation, 
making transfer day an important 
stop for many popular college and 
university representatives looking for 
future attendees. 

“We are a major feeder school for 
U Mass Lowell, U Mass Boston and 
Salem State,” said Grace Dimmick, 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, 
Transfer, Articulation and Advising 
at NECC. 

Dimmick, who oversees planning 
for College Transfer Day and sched- 
ules the colleges that attend, recom- 
mends that all students explore the 
opportunities that are offered at the 
event. Students should compare 
schools and speak with representa- 
tives about important issues such as 
financial aid, scholarships and hous- 
ing. 

As overwhelming as it may seem 
for some, students should find possi- 
ble transfer colleges during their_first 
semester at NECC. This way, stu- 


dents gain a better understanding of 
the articulation agreements with pri- 
vate and public colleges, which 
explain the courses required to make 
the transfer. The majority of the artic- 
ulation agreements can be found on 
the NECC web page. 

“If students follow the agree- 
ment, they're guaranteed junior status 
when they transfer,” said Dimmick. 

Some students are unaware of 
details or the importance of this 
event, “One of my teachers men- 
tioned it to my class,” stated NECC 
student Cassandra Tetreault of trans- 
fer day, “but I don't really know too 
much about it.” 

In an attempt to increase aware- 
ness of the event, academic advisors 
are organizing information packets 
that include that will be randomly 
distributed to students. A new adver- 
tising campaign has also been devel- 
oped to attract students to the event. 

“There's a surprise,” Dimmick 
concludes of College Transfer Day 
2005. “But I can't tell the students 
what the surprise is. They have to 
come and find out.” 


Catholic churches lead drive 
for ban on gay marriages 


BOSTON (AP)}-The Rev. Walter 
Waldron's homily usually earns a 
smattering of amens, but on Sunday 
his parishioners at St. Patrick Church 
gave him a round of applause. 

Waldron used his time at the pul- 
pit to rally support for a petition that 
calls for banning gay marriage in 
Massachusetts. At the end of Mass, 
he held up a copy of the petition and 
urged parishioners to sign it in a room 
at the rear of the church. 

“It just seems so strange for me 
to stand here today and preach what I 
think is so obvious: Marriage is 
between a man and a woman," 
Waldron said. “‘It's not just our faith. 
It's for the good of society." 

This weekend, supporters of the 
proposed constitutional ban on same- 
sex marriage launched a signature 
drive at churches across the state. 
They must collect more than 65,000 
signatures before Nov. 23 for the 
question to qualify for the 2008 bal- 
lot, but its sponsors hope to gather 
double that number to protect against 
a challenge. 

Supporters of gay marriage, led 
by the MassEquality advocacy group, 
gathered outside many churches 
Sunday to protest the signature drive. 

“We completely respect people's 
right to worship," said Marc 
Solomon, the group's political direc- 
tor. “‘However, we are very con- 
cermed that the church hierarchy has 
made taking away marriage equali- 
ty—and replacing it with nothing 
else—such a high priority." 

Boston Catholic Archbishop 
Sean O'Malley has urged parish- 
joners to sign the petition. Some 
Protestant churches in this heavily 
Catholic state also planned to collect 
signatures. 

Former Boston Mayor Raymond 
Flynn, one of the petition'’s chief 
sponsors, said church officials have 
an obligation to “speak out on 
important issues in the civic arena." 

“The marriage petition is not 
against gays but for children," he 
said. ‘We believe that a loving fami- 
ly with a mother and a father is the 
best environment for children to be 
brought up in.” 

Last month, the state Legislature 
defeated a proposed constitutional 
amendment that would have banned 
gay marriage but created civil unions 
for same-sex couples. The proposed 
ballot question is more restrictive, 
banning gay marmage without creat- 
ing civil unions 

Massachusetts is the only state 
that allows gay couples to wed. 
Vermont and Connecticut recognize 
civil unions 

At St. Thomas Aquinas Church in 


Boston's Jamaica Plain neighbor- 
hood, MassEquality supporters 
approached parishioners and urged 
them not to sign the petition. 

“I want them to see the face of 
someone who is married so they can 
see how benign and human we are," 
said Elizabeth Anker, 51, who mar- 
ried Aina Allen, her partner of 20 
years, last year. ‘They don't have to 
blindly sign a petition because the 
hierarchy of the church told them to." 

Wendy Loveland, 41, and her 
spouse, Margaret Williams, handed 
out copies of a letter they wrote 
explaining their support for same-sex 
marriage. Some parishioners 
appeared to be confused by why the 
protesters were there. 

“So where do I sign the peti- 
tion?" one elderly woman asked 
Loveland. 

“Oh, we're 
Loveland responded. 

“I won't even read the letter," the 
parishioner said. “I want to sign the 
petition.” 


against _ that," 


At St. Patrick, in Boston's 
Roxbury neighborhood, more than 
half of the roughly 50 people who 
attended Waldron's Mass signed the 
petition. Earlier, at least 30 parish- 
loners signed the petition following a 
Mass said in Cape Verdean. 

“T don't believe two men or two 
women should marry. That's not what 
God intended," said Connie Fidalgo, 
who collected signatures at a table 
outside the church. 

Some St. Patrick parishioners 
said they wouldn't sign the petition. 

“It's 2005. Times have changed. 
It's time to accept people for who 
they are," said Ilduce Brandao, of 
Boston. 

Waldron said he isn't worried that 
his outspoken support for the petition 
would offend some members of his 
church. 

“We're not crossing the line 
between church and state," he said. 
“This is not only a societal issue. It's 
a moral issue.” 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Car bomb, ambush 
kill 14 in Iraq amid 


wave of attacks 
on Shiites 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)— 
Sunni-led insurgents killed at least 
10 people with a car bomb in a 
crowded vegetable market Friday, 
the Muslim day of worship, in the 
second blast against Shiite civilians 
in as many days, police said. The 
death toll rose to 102 from the pre- 
vious day's attacks in another 
Shiite town. 

Elsewhere, in the southern city 
of Basra, a police convoy was 
ambushed late Thursday, killing 
four policemen and wounding one, 
said Capt. Mushtaq Khazim. 

Iraqi security forces also cap- 
tured a woman wearing explosives 
hidden under her clothes headed 
for a crowded weekly flea market 
in Baghdad on Friday, an Iraqi gen- 
eral said. The discovery came two 
days after the first known blast by a 
female suicide attacker in Iraq, 
which raised fears of a new insur- 
gent strategy. 

Sunni militants have launched 
a bloody new surge of violence to 
wreck an Oct. 15 referendum on a 
new constitution _ targeting the 
Shiite majority, which now domi- 
nates Iraq's government. At least 
198 people, including 13 U.S. ser- 
vice members, have been killed in 
the past five days. 

Al-Qaida in Iraq, the country's 
most feared insurgent group, has 
declared *‘all-out war” on Shiites. 
But the style of Thursday and 
Friday's attacks indicated some 
other group may have carried them 
out. Nobody immediately claimed 
responsibility for either, and both 
explosions included parked car 
bombs. Al-Qaida _ traditionally 
relies on suicide bombers and 
quickly claims its operations. 

The bombing attacks in the 
two mainly Shiite towns, Hillah 
and Balad, appeared aimed at 
killing as many civilians as possi- 
ble. 


Doctor says 60 chil- 
dren hospitalized after 
fainting from heat in 
northern India 

LUCKNOW, India (AP) 
Sixty dehydrated children were 
hospitalized Sunday after fainting 
in sweltering heat at a ceremony to 
mark the birthday of independence 
leader Mohandas Gandhi in north- 
ern India, a doctor said. 

Eleven of the children were 
suffering from acute dehydration 
and in serious condition, but are 
expected to recover, said Sukumar 
Sen, a doctor at the Ursula 
Hospital in the town of Kanpur in 
Uttar Pradesh state. 

“They have been put on saline 
in the intensive care unit," Sen 
said, adding that the others had 
regained consciousness. 

More than 10,000 children 
from schools in Kanpur sat for 
hours, waiting for the function to 
start in a cricket stadium in 36 
degrees Celsius (96.80 Fahrenheit) 
heat. The state government can- 
celed the function after the chil- 
dren passed out. 


Page 9 NECC Observer 


Oct. 5, 2005 


ey - ~SESS TY RUTF O «~.- 


Student recounts living through 2004 
hurricane season in central Florida 


Student says goodbye to 
Mickey after Charlie, 
Frances and Jeanne 


By JAY HOBSON 
Contributing Reporter 


There's been a lot of talk about 
hurricanes since Katrina slammed 
the Louisiana coast last month, sub- 
merging and flattening New 
Orleans. And Rita, a recent tempest, 
scared the devil out of Texas. 

Last year, I lived in central 
Florida, in the little town of 
Kissimmee. Life was idyllic; 
evenings were warm breezes, the 
silhouettes of palms swayed against 
hues of orange and red. 

I worked full time as a security 
host at Walt Disney World. My sur- 
roundings were fantasy and 
Imagineering. My workday includ- 
ed EPCOT the Magic Kingdom, and 
helping spread fun and excitement 
to a throng of visitors. 

Then, it all changed. 

Sitting in my easy chair, watch- 
ing the local news, I heard the word, 
“hurricane.” It caught my attention- 
somewhat. After all, back in New 
England, I had been through hurri- 
cane Bob and Gloria. So, we were 
expecting a storm—so what? 

I soon found out. 


Hurricane Charlie was churning 
off the coast of Florida, wreaking 
havoc as it crossed the island of 

uba. The forecast predicted 
Charlie to skirt along the west coast 
of Florida, over one hundred miles 
north of us. 

“Whew, that was close,” I said 
to my wife sitting across the room. 
It was 8 p.m. 

An hour later, news bulletins on 
every television channel and radio 
station were screaming a warning. 

“Get out! Evacuate! It's head- 
ing our way!” 

Charlie, it seems, had a mind of 
his own, taking an 
unexpected turn 
east and making 
landfall in the 
coastal town of 
Punta Gorda. 
Punta Gorda was 
eighty miles 
southwest of my 
home. The updat- 
ed projected track 
was a diagonal 
line running 
directly over 
Kissimmee. My family and I were 
right in the path of a fast moving, 
category four hurricane, packing 
winds of one hundred and fifty mph. 
Time was not on our side, so we did 
what became the catch phrase of 
central Florida-—we “hunkered 
down.” 


We sat at the kitchen table lis- 
tening to the torrent of weather fore- 
casts and warnings from the 
National Weather Service. They 
advised evacuation. If evacuation 
wasn't possible, the advice was to 
seek shelter in a windowless room 
in the center of the house, using 
mattresses as a shield against the 
tornadoes that inevitably would 
spawn from Charlie. 

It was dark as the outer bands of 
Charlie began dumping torrential 
rain. As the wind speeds strength- 
ened and intensified, trees outside 
my home bent at 90 degree angles 


=e 


My family and I were right in the path of a fast 
moving catagory four hurricane ... so we did 
what became the catch phrase of central 
Florida- we hunkered down. 
-Jay Hobson 


while pieces of neighborhood roofs 
went sailing by. 

Darkness seemed darker as we 
huddled around the kitchen table lis- 
tening to the deafening roar outside. 
A wall of wind and rain engulfed 
Kissimmee as wind speeds ratcheted 
from sporadic gusts of 20 or 30 
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mph, to what would be several hours 
of sustained force 135 mph, in a 
matter of minutes. 

The power out- in total dark- 
ness- it seemed it would never end. 
All we could do was pray the house 
would hold together. 

It was 10:30 p.m. The sound of 
howling wind pitched higher. The 
house seemed to shudder. Then the 
pounding on the roof began. I later 
discovered that a small tornado had 
passed over the house and dislodged 
seven black, water filled panels, 
designed to heat swimming pool 
water—an impossible weight for 
two or even three men to 
move was no challenge for 
Charlie. The panels were 
now crumpled and pushed 
through the screen enclo- 
sure surrounding the pool. 
The pounding on the roof 
was caused when the pan- 
els were thrown back and 
forth in the wind. 

A sleepless night led to 
a morning of ruin and 
destruction. Entire forests 
were destroyed—blown 
down—all in the same direction. 
Devastation was everywhere. 
Poinciana High School had its roof 
peeled back like a sardine tin. 
Particularly hard hit were the mobile 
home parks. The aftermath left us 
without power for weeks, looking 
for water and setting up cooking 


facilities on the backyard grill and 
propane stove. 

But, we survived. 
thanked God for that. 

August 25, found us still without 
electricity, Kissimmee a patchwork 
of blue tarps on neighborhood roofs, 
and a new hurricane threat-Frances. 

Frances, a category two hurti- 
cane, came ashore from the east 
coast of Florida, just south of Palm 
Bay. The second hurricane dumped 
incredible amounts of rain over cen- 
tral Florida, stalling long enough to 
produce twenty- three tornadoes. 

There was more to come. 

Sept. 13, one month to the day 
of Charlie's arrival, and nineteen 
days after Frances, Hurricane 
Jeanne came across central Florida 
and battered us yet again. 

Jeanne came ashore at the same 
point as Frances, taking her sweet 
time to follow an almost identical 
path. My home was in the path of 
all three storms. Charlie was by far 
the fastest and most destructive. 
Frances a slow mover, and Jeanne 
the slowest, spawning the most rain 
and tornadoes. 

Three good things came out of 
that summer of hurricanes in central 
Florida. One was an increase in my 
faith in God, second was the close- 
ness that my family feels to each 
other and third—I don't live there 
anymore. 


And we 
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Little Sprouts’ founder plays 
CEO by her own rules 


Spaghetti-O § to 
CEO: Mama Sprout 


follows her dharma. 


By KIM DEPIERO 
Features Editor 


Susan Leger-Ferraro has a 
mantra. “Pay attention,” she says, 
“because everything happens for a 
reason.” 

Including weeks she spent as a 
volunteer touring children from at- 
risk communities through Boston's 
Museum of Science. Although at 
the time just a teenager, Leger- 
Ferraro says awareness to the chil- 
dren's suffering became the experi- 
ence that affirmed what she previ- 
ously suspected would be her life's 
path. 

“I'd get 10 or 15 little kids 
from Roxbury ... I couldn't believe 
it .., they haven't eaten, they don't 
have (weather appropriate) clothes 
on, they're dirty, they smell. 
How could I get up every day and 
pretend that's not happening?” said 
Leger-Ferraro. 

More than two decades later, 
Leger-Ferraro still won't pretend. 
She leaves that to the children who 
attend the five, multiply accredited, 
Little Sprouts Child Enrichment 
Centers she founded, one located 
on the campus of Northern Essex 
Community College. 

Reality seems the best motiva- 
tor for lLeger-Ferraro, whose 
awareness and zealous leadership 
has led to the creation of the non- 
profit foundation, Leadership and 
Literacy, as well as numerous pro- 
grams that serve her organization 
and local community. 

The Leadership and Literacy 
Foundation, a virtual can-do con- 
glomerate, offers a diverse menu of 
workshops and trainings, includ- 
ing: communication and family 
building skills to child develop- 
ment issues. The principle-based 
leadership paradigm of Dr. Steven 
R. Covey, now FranklinCovey, was 
adopted as the productivity, effec- 
tiveness tool of the organization. 
Covey is known for his best selling 


book, “7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People.” 
“I've worked with 


FranklinCovey for the last fifteen 
years, His principles are very 
basic. The reason I love what he 


= 


does is they are universal princi- 
ples; they are easily applied ... and 
logically digestible. So when I try 
to teach this, he presents it in a way 
that's very matter-of-fact. It's a 
recipe,” she says. 

Listening to Leger-Ferraro 
quote Gandhi, Mother Teresa, 
Einstein and other inspirational 
leaders is a clue that she is not a 
CEO that fits a traditional defini- 
tion. Another clue are her carved 
biceps and lunch cooler packed 
with healthy food, a strategy for 
clean eating, since she is actively 
training to compete in her first 
bodybuilding event. 

Leger-Ferraro's intention to 
affect change by changing was 
additional motivation. Her well- 
ness goal became opportunity to 
teach a life lesson to the young 
women enrolled in Project Strive. 
The program offered through the 
Leadership and Literacy 
Foundation, helps young people, 
often high school dropouts and liv- 
ing on the street, turn their lives 


around through education and 
opportunity 
“I love these girls. They eat 


terrible ... McDonald's all the time. 
So I said, look, I'm going to train 
for a show. And I'm going to show 
you what good food can do for you. 
I'm forty years old. 


twenty years old-right? If I can do 


You guys are 


it at forty you can do it at twenty,” 
said Leger-Ferraro. 


your dhar- 
ma,” says 
Levgeer = 
Ferraro. 
“Dharma 
is about fol- 
lowing your 
bliss ... fol- 
lowing your 
life's path, 
doing what it 
is you love, 
being most 
reverent to 
the purpose 


that you're 
here. It's 
about find- 


ing out what 
your purpose 
is to humani- 
ty, and what 
your purpose 
is to your- 
self, and 
integrating 
theo: see 
things,” she 
said. 

Success measured holistically 
as an achievement that encompass- 
es and satisfies the mind, body, and 
spirit seemed intuitive to Leger- 
Ferraro, she says. Discovering The 
Chopra Center, a facility of Dr. 
Deepak Chopra, world renowned 
for his philosophy of mind-body 
wellness, helped her learn the lan- 
guage for her intuition. 


more about universal spirituality, 
where FranklinCovey, he stays 
away from that because it's not so 
business, it's not so politically cor- 
rect to talk about. But I feel that 
right now ... we need to be more 
reverent about ... our world. 

“We need to be doing some- 
thing more genuine, more in depth, 
more holistic, more balanced. It's 
not just about learning how to 
problem solve and learning how to 


Thirty talk to 
pounds ¢ @ oh 
Ce ae a 
lesson is a a 6d 
going being 
oe rin- The language that goes on in our head... 7mnot_ orga- 

orcing . . . rzedi, 
iat at. this. ’m not this. ... You are planting seeds of = {'’"°; 
aroundher intention ... that (negative) language eats your those 
know - PSS) * kinds of 
Ee gore spirit alive. things,” 
Ferraro is said 
an achiev- eger- 
Soe -Susan Leger-Ferraro {°°°' 
laughs, She 
while is very 
admitting clear in 


she subsisted almost solely on 
spaghetti-O's, “without meatballs, 
because they were five for one dol- 
lar,” to keep her first family day- 
care located in her first apartment 
afloat. Like every achiever, Leger- 
Ferraro has clearly developed her 
own definition for success. 

“Being successful is following 


ee 


Se 


Susan Leger-Ferraro believes the path to literacy 


should begin early. 


Leger-Ferraro feels the pro- 
gression to incorporate Chopra's 
philosophy in her own life, and 
adopt principles of higher intention 
into her organization was a “natur- 
al progression.” 

“They're (FranklinCovey and 
Chopra) basically the same princi- 
ples. But (Chopra) they're much 


stating that Little Sprouts is non- 
political and non-religious and has 
a clear anti-bias philosophy. “This 
(Chopra) isn't about religion,” she 
says. Universal spirituality tran- 
scends religion, according to 
Leger-Ferraro. She cites the recent 
tragedy in Louisiana as an example 


Kim DePiero photo 


A little nurturing for a preschool sprout at the NECC site of Little 
Sprouts Child Enrichment Centers. 


of the philosophy. 

“Everyone was concerned, 
That's our unified spirit right there- 
that level of connectedness- we 
were all brought together. It brings 
out the best in people. ... But on an 
everyday level we forget about 
that. And so, something tragic has 
to happen for us to remember that 
unity that we have. But it's really 
there all the time—it's about being 
reverent to it on a regular basis,” 
said Leger-Ferraro. 

Unfortunately, according to 
Leger-Ferraro, most people's issues 
and society's issues are recycled 
and re-given, because lessons are 
not learned. Living intentionally 
and consciously, according to 
Leger-Ferraro, and conducting 
yourself purposefully toward that 
intention is the solution. 

The language of our intentions 
are very important, according to 
Ledger-Ferraro, especially the lan- 
guage that we use about ourselves, 
both spoken and unspoken. Our 
self-talk often becomes self-fulfill- 
ing, setting us up for failure 
because we've told ourselves, and 
perhaps others what we're not. 

“The language that goes on in 
our head ... I'm not this. I'm not 
this ... you are planting seeds of 
intention when you say that ... that 
(negative) language eats your spirit 
alive,” she said. 


Intentions that keep Leger-Ferraro grounded 


Be the change you wish to see in the world. 


-Mahatma Gandhi 


The life that is not examined is not worth living. 


-Plato 


True learning is experience, everything else is just 
information. 


-Albert Einstein 


lf I'd never have picked up the first person, I’d never have picked 


up 42,000 in Calcutta. 


-Mother Teresa 
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Italian entertainers visit Haverhill 


“North of the North 
End” fest brings 
great entertianment 


By CHRISTA LARSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Sun., Oct. 
phe 2005, 
Haverhill 


Downtown 
Association 
and City of 
Haverhill 
> sponsored 
+ “North of the 
* North End”, 
the second Annual Italian Festival. 

The festival was located in 
downtown Haverhill across from 
the lodge of the Sons of Italy. 
There were many stands filled with 
Italian goodness, including 
sausage, meatball and cutlet subs, 
pasta, pizza, and, of 
course, Italian desserts. Eating 
wasn’t the only thing that one could 
do at this. festival; right in the mid- 
dle of everything, a stage was set 
up. 

During the seven hours that this 
festival would be running, for the 
majority of the time, their was a 
source of entertainment set up for 


calzones 


crowd, leaving hardly a dull 
moment at “North of the North 
End”. 


Haverhill’s mayor, James 
Fiorentini, led off the festivities. 
After the mayor, Haverhill’s own 
“Sons of Italy Drum and Bugle 
Corps Procession” performed. This 
band has been around since 1938 
and has performed in many notable 
events, such as the Italian Festival 
in East Boston were they performed 
for John Volpe and Richard Nixon. 
They have also performed for the 
World Heavyweight Champion, 
Rocky Marciano. In 1992 they 
marched three consecutive years at 
the nationally televised Pittsfield 
Fought of July celebration. They 
are also the only Italian Drum & 
Bugle Corp in the entire United 
States of America. 

Another impressive group that 
entertained the crowd was the 
Italian Serenaders. The Italian 
Serenaders are a group of vocalist 
and musicians that are from the 
Merrimack Valley. They have per- 
formed all around the Merrimack 
Valley, in middle and high schools, 
colleges, parades, and public per- 
formances like the Italian festival. 
Some of their more noted perfor- 
mances are: Italian regions of 
Sorrento and Sicily and in Boston 
at the St. Anthony’s Festal, in the 
North End, were they performed as 
a strolling group. 

The Italian Serenaders were a 
nice touch in this festival, they per- 
formed towards the beginning and 


Italian Festival 


Well-known enter- 
tainer Tony Pace 


returns home 


By J. TILMAN CORMIER 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s not often that you can walk 
into downtown Haverhill and see a 
free performance with the quality 
of a Las Vegas show. On Sunday, 
area residents will have that oppor- 
tunity. 

Tony Pace grew up in Waltham, 
Mass., and studied formally at 
Boston University and the Berklee 
College of Music. He has opened 
for celebrities sych as Joan Rivers 
and _—_ considers 
those experi- 
ences the “build- 
ing blocks” for 
his current status 
as a Las Vegas 
headliner. 


According to important to keep obligations. devonts ze 
Pace’s web site, Your word is all you have as an yok with 
he was first rec- artist. One of his 
ognized for his favorite 
voice as a singer -Tony Pace moments was 
when he was in i = 

when Vinton 
the 6th grade. announced to 
His abiisty, re : chance to see Pace in this area. a crowd that ‘if this guy was 
imitate other artists such as Julio 4 fer his V Las Vegas Variety show Polish, he’d be me.’ 
Iglesias, Michael Jackson, and Pace moved from 


Willie Nelson as well as encourage 
audience participation goes to the 
core of his shows. 

Considering the current celebri- 
ty status Pace has reached, it is to 


Pace’s credit that he will be at the 
Italian Festival in downtown 
Haverhill again this year. 
Although celebrity performance 
contracts almost always contain 
“out clauses” in the event that a 
better opportunity should present 
itself, Pace felt committed to the 
festival. 

“We had already agreed to 
come back to the show in 
Haverhill,” said Pace. “The bot- 
tom line is to keep our contracts 
and agreements. It is important to 
keep obligations. Your word is all 
you have as_ an artist.” 
Pace considered last year’s festival 
well attended and firmly believes 
the festival is only “going to get 
better annually.” 

However, this may be our only 


eS SAS Se 


The bottom line is to keep our 
contracts and agreements. 


ends its run in Pennsylvania on 
Oct. 19, Pace expects to head back 
out to Las Vegas, probably to per- 
form at the Aladdin Resort and 
Casino. There will also be details 
out soon on his Web site for a ben- 


really lived it up. Singing a lot of 
well know Italian songs that had 
the whole crowd singing along. 
Many people where just standing in 
line waiting to get their food and 
began dancing, and 
singing. They brought a real home- 
ly and Italian feel to the festival. 

The Priscilla McNally School 
of Dance was also at the festival to 
perform “Not directly Italian relat- 
ed.” They brought a lot of glamour 
and excitement to the festival. 
Performing a few numbers from 
“Hello Dolly,” they really excited 
the crowd. 

NECC students Jim Murphy 
and Kristen Frazier performed in 
the show as well. Frazier, as Dolly, 
put on an excellent performance, 
especially 
Haverhill native and Broadway 


laughing 


with her vocals. 
entertainer Denise Smith was also 
there to perform. 

Besides the 
Italian festival had a spaghetti 
challenge, Miss Italy 
Contest, a the Italian 
Heritage in Haverhill. The guest of 
Honor at this years Italian Festival 
was Tony Pace. 

Tony Pace was the last perfor- 


performances, 


sauce 
tour of 


mance of the day and he is known 
to be the “performer who does it 
all.” 

Organizers say he is “The man 
with the voice, who just happens to 
be funny.” 


Courtesy photo 
Tony Pace comes to Haverhill, Sunday October 2, for 


“North of the North End”, Haverhill’s Italian Festival. 


features Vegas star 


efit show for Vegas animals. 
The show will include other 
celebrities such as Siegfried 
Fischbacher of Siegfried and 
Roy fame. 
Although his wife, a native of 
the area, and two children 
currently reside in Nashua, 
N.H., they will likely move to 
Las Vegas at that time. 

“They love it out there,” 
said Pace. 

Although Pace is also 
available to be hired for cor- 
porate and private events, this 
may be his last free public 
appearance. 

“You have to be careful 
with ticket price events in the 
area,” said Pace. “Who 
would want pay to attend a 
show if there 
is a free show 
in the area?” 

Pace cites 
Bobby Vinton 
as possibly his 


It is 


Waltham to New Hampshire 
in 1988 and then Los Angeles 
before heading back to 
Nashua. He has been touring 
for 25 years now. 
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Movie reviews for ‘Flightplan’ 


Jodie Foster, star of 
Flightplan’, saves 
the entire movie 


By JONI QUINN 
Contributing Reporter 


“Flight Plan,” starring Jodie 
Foster, opened this past weekend 
with the promise of thrilling sus- 
pense that will keep you on the edge 
of your seat. Foster plays Kyle Pratt, 
a propulsion engineer, who is flying 
from Berlin to New York to bury her 


Flight Plan’ falls 
flat and doesnt 
meet expectations 


By KIRSTEN HAYES 
Contributing Reporter 


“Flightplan” arrived in theaters 
Friday, Sept. 23 and it went down 
in flames. The basic idea of a child 
disappearing on a two-story plane, 
and a mother searching for her is 
interesting. The dialog of the film 
lacked the captivating quality that a 
one-set movie needs to obtain. 

For example, “Phone Booth” 
took place in a phone booth on the 
streets of New York City; the sus- 
pense and script could keep your 
attention. During “Flightplan” I 
found my self more interested in 
trying to remember what other 
movies the actors have been in. 

Kyle Pratt (Jodi Foster) is tak- 
ing her husband’s body back to 


husband when her six year old 
daughter, Julia, goes missing aboard 
a jumbo jet. No one on the flight can 
recall ever seeing her daughter, and 
the mention of Pratt’s antidepressant 
medication, makes the crew think 
she is hallucinating. After Pratt 
makes the crew search the plane, that 
she helped design, and still can’t find 
her daughter. She really starts to lose 
it. She rushes the cockpit and accus- 
es two Arab passengers (a very con- 
troversial scene) of kidnapping her 
daughter. When she starts to make 
the other passengers anxious, she is 
put under the watch of an air marshal 


New York for burial. The terror 
begins when Kyle wakes from her 
nap and discovers her six year old 
daughter Julia is not in the seat next 
to her. After her quick search of the 
passenger area she panics. 

She runs about the plane trying 
to bark orders at the captain and 
crew to find her daughter, whom 
she believes was kidnapped not 
lost. When they come to the con- 
clusion that there is no record of 
her daughter on the flight she loses 
control, starts roaming about the 
plane and the Air Marshal Gene 
Carson (Peter Sarsgaard) has to 
detain her. 

Then she uses her knowledge of 
the state-of-the-art 474 to pull a 
few tricks to gain time to search the 
closet and cracks of the plane her- 
self. She never stops asking the 
crew for help. it seems as if she 
lacks the intelligence to think that 
maybe if her daughter was kid- 
napped that she should work to 
secretively search for her. 


(Peter Sarsgaard) but breaks free. 
Giving the audience a sense that the 
action and excitement aboard the 
flight is about to skyrocket. 

Director Robert Schwentke does 
a great job with the cinematography 
considering most of the movie takes 
place in the plane. The camera con- 
stantly circles around Foster making 
most scenes very tense. 
Unfortunately, the movie itself fails 
to deliver on its promise. In fact, it 
received more laughs throughout the 
theater than gasps. The plot becomes 
so unrealistic that it starts to lose its 
audience a little over half way 


The plot was very predictable 
and the dialog was weak in that 
there were no truly clever thoughts 
to draw you in. The sarcastic 
humor of the movie was only pre- 
sent with three comments. There 
was also not enough variation of 
facial expression and emotion. 
Even when it is a stressful situation 
and a mother’s worst nightmare, 
there is only so much whining that 
one can listen to; never mind pay to 
listen to. 

The director, Robert 
Schwentke, has limited directing 
experience, which is why I think 
that he should have asked his pro- 
ducer, Brian Grazer, for more 
input. Grazer has a long record of 
producing some of the well known 
films, like “Friday Night Lights”, 
thus it surprises me that he took 
part in the making of this theatrical 
catastrophe. I was glad to see that 
trip to the movie theater end. 


throughthefilm. 

Ultimately, it is Jodie Foster that 
holds the film above water. Her por- 
trayal of a widowed mother in search 
of her daughter is nothing short of 
amazing. Her performance is what 
keeps you engaged in the film and 
proves once again that she is one of 
the best actresses of her time. Foster 
is best known for her roles in 
“Silence of the Lambs,” in which she 
won an Oscar for best actress in 


if Sameone Took Everything 


1991, and her most recent film 
“Panic Room.” 

Overall, “Flight Plan” is worth 
the rental fee but not the theater tick- 
et price. It offers some suspense, a 
few laughs, and some controversial 
comments about Arab terrorists. As a 
huge fan of psychological thrillers, I 
give this movie two stars. Jodie 
Foster, however, is once again at the 
top of her game receiving four stars 
for her performance as Kyle Pratt. 


Anansi Boys, Neil Gaiman’s latest book 


Best-selling author 
comes to the Boston area 
to promote new book 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


Neil Gaiman, best-selling 
author of American Gods and the 
Sandman series, was in Cambridge, 
MA on Sept. 23 to promote his new 
book, Anansi Boys. 

“I always feel strange doing 
readings at churches,” Gaiman stat- 
ed to the crowd that filled the First 
Parish Church, located in Harvard 
Square. 

And it’s understandable—Neil 
Gaiman is a writer who’s spent the 
past twenty years telling stories 
about murderous angels, bored 
demons, and pagan gods. He’s even 
discovered the funny side to the 
apocalypse. 

He first met with critical and 
commercial success in penning the 
highly successful Sandman comics, 
even garnering the 1991 World 
Fantasy short fiction award, despite 
some controversy over whether a 
comic could really be called a 
“short story”. He later went on to 


create Neverwhere, a television 
mini-series for the BBC, before 
officially proving himself worthy 
of standing alongside Stephen King 
or Peter Straub with his best-sell- 
ing novel, American Gods. 

Anansi Boys is a sort of a spin- 
off to American Gods in the fact 
that the character of Mr. Nancy 
appears in both works. That, how- 
ever, is where the similarities end. 
Readers who are looking for anoth- 
er dark, otherworldly drama may 
be disappointed; but those who 
enjoy a light, comedic farce will be 
quite delighted. 

When Fat Charlie, Nancy’s 
father drops dead while singing at a 
karaoke bar, it’s a death that Fat 
Charlie finds as horribly embar- 
rassing to him as anything else his 
father had done in his life. It is 
soon after, that Fat Charlie discov- 
ers his old man was really Anansi, 
the trickster; the spider-god; and 
more than that, he has a long-lost 
brother. Who just so happened to 
get all of his father’s god-like pow- 
ers instead of Fat Charlie. When his 
brother enters Fat Charlie’s life, 
and starts using his powers to med- 
dle with Fat Charlie’s job, love life, 
and worst of all, shows him up at 
karaoke, Fat Charlie realizes he has 


a major problem on his hands. 

And you thought your family 
was screwed up. 

The book is light-hearted, and 
genuinely funny, with touching and 
horrifying moments thrown in now 
and again. It’s a perfect story to 
read aloud, and Gaiman seems to 
have written it with this intention 
in mind. When he reads an excerpt 
to the crowd, they react. They 
laugh as he speaks in a high- 
pitched Jamaican accent for the 
character of Mrs. Higgler, and clap 
at the many punch lines and jokes. 
His fans are enthusiastic and cling 
to every word that leaves his 
mouth. 

And boy, are his fans devoted. 
Sponsored by the Harvard 
Bookstore, the signing in 
Cambridge was the first and one of 
the few locations on his book tour 
to sell out. In a church holding pos- 
sibly 400 to 500 people, there are 
no windows, and the heat is sti- 
fling. People are called down in 
sections to get their books signed, 
people are stuffed on balconies, 
and there’s a line extending from 
the table Gaiman sits at, that snakes 
and coils around church pews and 
out the main entrance. And the 
crowd is diverse. Gaiman writes 


everything from comics to chil- 
dren’s books to novels to poetry, 
and the attention he draws stems 
from all walks of life. 

“Excuse me,” an older woman 
says, dodging her way through the 
crowd, and clutching her books in 
one hand, and a young child by the 
other. She’s leaving the autograph 
table with a huge grin on her face. 
“I need to call my husband and tell 
him that Neil Gaiman just kissed 
me.” 

NECC student Kerri Houle 
proudly displays her copy of 
Sandman: The Dream Hunters, 
which she had signed as a birthday 
gift for a friend. Gaiman, in true 
comic writer form, scribbled 
speech bubbles from the main char- 
acter’s mouth in silver Sharpie, 
exclaiming “Happy Birthday!” 

“This is so cool,” she exclaims 
excitedly. “My friend is going to 
love this!” 

It just shows how, despite his 
multitudes of fans, Gaiman goes 
out of his way to personalize the 
book-signing experience as best he 
can. He doesn’t just sign his name, 
but he makes out the book to the 
owner themselves. Depending on 
what title you bring him, he’ll 
write-in funny or interesting lines. 


In copies of American Gods, he 
tells the reader to “dream” or 
“believe”. In Neverwhere, he 
insists that vou please, “Mind the 
Gap”. For Good Omens, a wicked- 
ly funny tale about the end of the 
world, co-written with author Terry 
Pratchett, he demands that you 
“burn this book”. Even as the clock 
closely approaches midnight, 
Gaiman keeps his composure and 
remains polite. He never lets his 
fatigue show, and talks to all of his 
fans, making him af author who’s 
well-worth the wait. 

Anansi Boys is currently avail- 
able at all major book retailers, 
with a selling price of $26.95. It’s a 
whimsical tale of two brothers, 
that’s funny and heart-warming. 
Gaiman shows he truly is, as 
Stephen King once said, “a trea- 
sure-house of story” as he seam- 
lessly weaves together his latest 
foray into fantasy. But what of his 
own family’s influence upon his 
writing? 

“It’s fiction,” Gaiman says 
coyly. “It’s supposed to be realis- 
tic.” 
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Gamers getting ready to Quake 


QUAKE 


id Software gearing 
up for the release of 
the fourth Quake title 


By Dustin Luca 
Editor 


It all start- 
ed ten years 
ago with a 
shotgun, 25 
shells, a bloody 
axe and a will- 
ingness to get 
out of whatever 
doomed - slip 
gate complex 
you teleported 


into. 


For countless members of the 
gaming community, the widely suc- 
cessful gaming series known as 
“Quake” has been the beginning of 
what would eventually become a 
hobby, interest, maybe even a 
lifestyle, and after a six-year break 
from the gaming scene, the series is 
about to live again with the release 
of Quake IV. 

The history of Quake is not only 
long, but also epic. Starting back in 
a day where computers were more or 
less seen only at public libraries and 
schools, now-successful game com- 
pany id Software made some noise 
with the development of a new gam- 
ing engine boasting fully 3-dimen- 
tional graphics and a completely 
fluid environment to explore and 
play in. Much of the community 
eagerly awaited the announcement 
of the game, almost in disbelief, 
until it finally was made publicly 
available in the form of a multi-play- 
er beta test in February of 1996 
(known simply as “qTest”), and then 
a retail release around the end of the 
same year. 

Following the release of Quake, 
id Software very quickly geared up 
for a highly in demand sequel for 
release in November of 1997 known 
simply as “Quake II”. This game, 


while bearing pretty much the same 
name as its predecessor, had little to 
nothing to do with the original 
Quake. The story was completely 
different and from a totally different 
point of view, the enemies (a race 
known as the “Strogg”) had 
absolutely nothing to do with the 
original game and its seemingly 
unexplainable enemy forces, and 
even the weapon lineup had a num- 
ber of differences beyond your typi- 
cal shotgun/grenades/rockets lineup. 
Despite the differences though, the 
gaming industry greeted Quake II as 
nothing less than a classic. 

In late 1999, id Software dazzled 
the gaming industry yet again with 
the third installment of the Quake 
series: Quake III Arena. Just like 
with Quake II, Quake III Arena, 
which came to be more easily known 
as Q3A, had absolutely nothing to do 
with the rest of the series, other than 
featuring characters from a couple of 
the games in the past (such as 
Quake, Quake II and various charac- 
ters from the Doom series). 

In fact, the game play for Q3A 
was totally different. The entire 
game was primarially focused on the 
multiplayer aspects of many games 
to be out at that time, and for a sin- 
gle player mode, id Software provid- 
ed an organized multiplayer mode 
that made use of artificial intelli- 
gence originally designed for Quake 
II (a computer-simulated opponent, 
or bot, known as the Gladiator Bot). 

What followed for id Software, 
with the release of Q3A, was six 
straight years of not having to worry 
about the Quake series due to the 
success of its newest title. Even to 
this day, Quake III Arena is one of 
the most played games online all 
over the world. 

Now, after having the opportuni- 
ty to renovate other id classics into 
new game engines that take advan- 
tage of the newest of computer hard- 
ware, id Software, paired up with 
game developer Raven Studios, is 
set to dazzle the gaming world again 
with the fourth part of the Quake 


series, known simply as Quake IV. 

Quake IV plays two critical roles 
in the series. First, it acts as the first 
real sequel in the series, as the single 
player storyline follows directly 
after that of Quake II. The player, 
you, plays the game through the eyes 
of a doomed marine battling his (or 
her, though not yet confirmed) way 
out of a Strogg-infested military 
base, only to be captured midway 
into the game and turned into the 
very thing you are fighting against. 

Now that you fight against not 
only your enemy but also what you 
once considered to be your friends, 
the game proceeds to be a pure fight 
for survival, as you try to progress 
towards whatever ending id 
Software has developed this time 
around. 

The beautiful thing about Quake 
IV, however, will not be the single 
player campaign. Instead, early 
signs show that the biggest focus of 
the game will be its multiplayer, 
which is actually modeled directly 
off of the environment within Quake 
Ii Arena. 

At QuakeCon 2005, a recent 
gaming convention hosted by id 
Software, id gave the thousands of 
attendees a peek into the multiplayer 
of Quake IV by means of a 16-com- 
puter booth set up in the vendor area 
of the conference with a two-level 
demo playing 24/7. The demo fea- 
tured almost all of the weapons that 
gamers will see with the game’s 
release, currently slated for late 
October. 

At this point, nobody in the gam- 
ing world has really played Quake 
IV, except for those fortunate enough 
to see it in action at QuakeCon, but 
judging from what was released 
from the conference (including pic- 
tures, attendee-shot video and online 
website updates), the multiplayer 
behind the game will do nothing 
short of dazzle and amaze gamers. 

First, the physics within the 
game, aside from now containing 
jaw-dropping ragdoll physics and 
real-time emulation of just about 


‘ 


everything (thanks to the Doom III 
game engine), still contains the 
Quake 3 Arena styled movement 
many came to know, and name, as 
bunny hopping over the years. 
Additionally, even the weapons are 
nearly identical, including the return 
of the Gauntlet, a spinning blade 
melee weapon held with one hand, 
and most, if not all, other weapons 
that made up the Quake III Arena 
arsenal. 

One troubling aspect of Quake 
IV that has yet to be discussed is the 
connection problems that plagued 
Doom III interfering with the flow of 
Quake IV multiplayer. With Doom 
III, servers ran at high latency, at 


Courtesy photo 
times to an unplayable level, causing 
gamers to more focus on only the 
single player aspect of the game and 
return to other games for their online 
equivalents. 

Word has it though that Quake 
IV has taken care of these, so we'll 
have to wait and see. 

In conclusion, it appears at this 
point that id Software, paired up 
with Raven Software, plan to once 
again take the gaming community by 
storm with yet another overly suc- 
cessful game. This time around, 
though, they’re actually sticking to 
continuing the Quake legacy instead 
of just adding to it. 


Elijah Wood moves on from Frodo 


‘Lord of the Rings’ 
star making an 


impact on the screen 


By STEVEN REA 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


PHILADELPHIA—Frodo is 
in the building. 

Elijah Wood, the reluctant 
hero with the furry feet and a 
mission that will determine the 
fate of all hobbitkind, is sitting on 
a couch in a Philadelphia hotel. 
It’s taken the 24-year-old actor a 
while to get back to life as nor- 
mal, post-’Lord of the Rings,” 
and he still can’t go a day without 
being “Hey, Frodo!”-ed by a 
fan—unless he stays home. 

But with two new 
movies coming out—“Everything 
Is Illuminated” and “Green Street 
Hooligans”’—and a couple of 
unusual, decidedly un-Middle 


Earthian projects in the works, 
Wood is moving on. On his hand 
he wears a ring that isn’t carved 
with mystical Tolkien runes; 
instead, it’s inscribed in Hebrew: 
If not now, when? 

“A friend of mine gave it to 
me,” says Wood, sporting long 
sideburns, dressed in hipster 
black, holding out his finger. “So 
it’s always had significance, just 
as a result of that. But also, it’s 
got a beautiful meaning.” 

Wood, who made his showbiz 
debut in a Paula Abdul music 
video when he was 8, starred in 
some kid flicks in the early 
“90s—‘“Flipper,” “Disney’s 
Adventures of Huck Finn.” But 
even as a pipsqueak, he was more 
often found doing — serious, 
grown-up fare: Barry Levinson’s 
“Avalon,” Mel Gibson’s “Forever 
Young,” the Macaulay Culkin 
psychothriller, “The Good Son.” 

As a teenager, he played 
Sigourney Weaver’s kid in Ang 


Lee’s “The Ice Storm,” bringing 
his odd mix of wide-eyed wonder 
and spooky detachment to the 
Oscar-winning proceedings. And 
the whole world knows what he 
did in “The Fellowship of the 
Ring,” “The Two Towers” and 
“The Return of the King”—he 
smote evil, conquered inner 
demons, consorted with elves. 
“Everything Is Illuminated” is 
something else again. It’s based 
on Jonathan Safran Foer’s 2002 
novel about a young Jewish 
American (named Jonathan 
Safran Foer) who travels to 
Ukraine to investigate his fami- 
ly’s tragedy-plagued history in 
the Holocaust. He is accompanied 
on his road trip by a blinged-out, 
hip-hop-obsessed Ukrainian 
translator; the translator’s 
grumpy granddad, whose busi- 
ness is leading “Jewish heritage” 
tours; and the pair’s mongrel dog, 
Sammy Davis Jr. Jr. 
The film, both funny 


and sad, was scripted and direct- 
ed by the actor Liev Schreiber, in 
his first time behind the camera. 
In “Everything Is 
[lluminated,” Wood wears thick- 
framed, Coke-bottle eyeglasses 
that seem to magnify his already 
huge, blue eyes. The actor plays 
Jonathan with a quiet, slightly 
disoriented, but determined air. 
It’s a fine, subtle performance. 
“He’s kind of this empty 
vessel of a character,” Wood says. 
“His awkward sensibilities, his 
neuroses, I loved those things ... 
“When I first met with 
Liev, he brought up “Being 
There,” and Peter Sellers’ 
Chauncey Gardiner. That was one 
point of reference for (the charac- 
ter) that he saw—this man that 
doesn’t fit in the world at all, and 
sort of lives in his own world. 
There’s a stillness and an obser- 
vational quality to the character.” 
Wood and Schreiber 
shot “Everything Is Illuminated” 


in the Czech Republic last year. 
Right before he flew to Prague, 
Wood was in London shooting 
“Green Street Hooligans” _ the 
tale of a young American (Wood) 
who winds up in a violent gang of 
soccer fanatics. Also from a first- 
time director, Lexi Alexander, the 
picture doesn’t quite hang togeth- 
er, but nonetheless offers a 
glimpse into a culture of rabid 
youth and sports zealotry that’s 
never dull. 

And what’s in store for 
Wood now? Well, a total music 
geek, he’s starting his own label, 
Simian Records, and hopes to 
have the first bands signed next 
year. (Check out his celebrity 
playlist on iTunes.) He has joined 
in on “Paris, je t’aime,” the ambi- 
tious anthology film in which 20 
directors tell a tale of the City of 
Light. Wood’s chapter will be 
helme y Vincenzo Natali, of 
the Ka:caesque sci-fier, “Cube.” 
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A College Girl Named Joe by Aaron Warner 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Sound of a wet 
impact 
6 Blockhead 
9 Beauty's 
beloved 
14 Wear away 
15 Racetrack ticket 
16 State one's 
case 
17 Lugs 
18 Yellow or Black 
19 F.O.E. chapter 
20 Random radio 
noise 
22 Lure 
23 Alphabet 
openers 
26 Paths on the 
Web 
28 Lummox 
29 Freewheeling 
32 Pursuer 
35 Aid to skin 
firmness 
36 Bacon and 
Lamb 
38 Undecided 
40 Mine car 
41 Figurine 
45 Hikers’ shelters 
49 Reading decks 
50 Hold back 
52 Tenth mo. 
53 Nonsense 
55 Hair goo 
56 Mrs. Flintstone 
59 Wild goats 
62 Peppard series, 
with “The” 
63 Yearning 
64 Brogan bottoms 
68 Enthusiastic 
appreciation 
69 Top card 
70 Go to press 
71 Sibilant letters 
72 Youth 
73 Down-and-out 


DOWN 
1 Tennis unit 
2 Paid athlete 
3 Sodom fleer 
4 Citrus drinks 
5 Dry run 


6 Like a teetotaler 


7 What's 
believing? 
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8 Orderly heap 
9 Gravy or love 

follower 

10 Fencing tool 

11 Weather 
phenomenon 

12 Morsel 

13 Balances on the 
brink 

21 Clay, nowadays 

23 Perform 

24 Halloween cry 

25 Half a dance? 

27 Wound sign 

30 Brief fight 

31 Brook fish 

33 “Don Quixote” 
sculptor 

34 Target sighter 

37 Trended 
upward 

39 Kick back 

41 Cargo capacity 

42 Roman 
historian 

43 Lacking guile 

44 New York 
neighborhood 
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46 Old Gray Mare, { 58 Novelist Oz 


for example 
47 Connection 
48 NBC classic 
51 Male or female 


54 Saudi cash 
57 Spouse 


| 60 Cable stn. 
61 Achy and tender 
65 Tell it like it isn't 
66 Terminus 
- 67 Pen in the 
farmyard 
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Fall Fashion brings bright hues 


Bright colors enhance 
polished looks for 


many designer lines 


By: PAMELA SITT 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


SEATTLE—TIf you spent the sum- 
mer frolicking through meadows in 
flouncy peasant skirts and gypsy jew- 
elry, it's time to retire the flip-flops 
and invest in something a little less 
carefree. (That was fun, though, was- 
n't it?) 

It's fall. Time to be a grown-up. 

"The girlishness and winsome- 
ness (of spring and summer) have 
given way to a very adult approach to 
dressing," said Hal Rubenstein, fash- 


ion director for InStyle magazine. "It 
basically concentrates on a woman's 
curves, on sophistication, on ‘getting 
dressed’ as opposed to something 
casual." 

Full-length brocade coats. Velvet 
blazers. Crisp white blouses. Even the 
military jacket. Yes, sir. 

If previous seasons were about 
taking that tweed jacket and sexing it 
up or dressing it down, now is the 
time to let tweed be tweed: Deliberate. 
Tailored. Sophisticated. 

"The major trends are definitely 
dressier than it has been, but it's very 
wearable," said Joan Kelly, co- 
founder of Fashion First, a local orga- 
nization representing Seattle-area 
boutiques. "It's like a Katharine 
Hepburn look, a well-dressed-man 
look. But there's going to be some 
femininity in there." 


KRT photo 


Even jeans are getting in on the 
act. 

"Jeans are more polished, rather 
than rips and holes everywhere," said 
Francine Park, owner of the upscale- 
but-edgy new boutique Promesse in 
Kirkland, Wash. "It's not polished, as 
in a trouser jean; it's just less dis- 
tressed, and the color tends to be dark- 
ch, 

Park sees that trend throughout 
the premium denim lines she carries at 
Promesse, including Rock and 
Republic, AG, Sacred Blue (by Blue 
Cult) and Tag+—which "is going to 
be the new ‘It’ jean—it's sort of like 
True Religion, but the pocket is not so 
low." 

Black is back—as if it ever goes 
away—and richer, boosted by fanciful 
textures, embroidery and brocade. 
Butternut, camel and olive tones are 
similarly decadent, and "that bur- 
gundy brown—it's so rich you just 
want to eat it," Kelly said. "If they 
melted Hershey's chocolate, that's 
what it would look like." 

Shades of blue are "everywhere," 
according to Linda Sabee, owner of 
Carmilia's in West Seattle. Fall stand- 
outs at her boutique include a teal-col- 
ored velvet jacket by Joie and a navy 
crushed-velvet coat by Nanette 
Lepore. 

"Wearing navy with black, which 
people have steered away from in the 
past, I think looks so beautiful," Sabee 
said. Designers like Jean Paul 
Gaultier, Chloe and Marni seemingly 
agree; black-and-navy combinations 
stormed the runways like gendarmes 
in the fall collections. 

Annie Sparrow, owner of Tulip-in 
downtown Seattle, likes the "kind of 
an equestrian look"—think gauchos, a 
fitted plaid jacket and tall boots. 


"It takes that military style and 
reinterprets it a little bit," she said. "I 
am doing a lot of just-below-the-knee 
pants and that tall, gorgeous boot this 
year. I think the absolute key item this 
year is that almost-equestrian boot. It's 
a flat boot." 

Other fall favorites: a crisp, white 
Victorian-style blouse and menswear 
pants—not necessarily together. 

"We're going for a stronger, more 
fitted look for fall," Sparrow said. 
"The jackets are tailored and then you 
put them with the looser-fitting 
trouser. The pants are more dramatic." 

Impulse in Seattle's Fremont dis- 
trict has an olive-colored, wool mili- 
tary blazer by A.P.C_—but if anything 
in there could be considered trendy, 
it's probably by accident. 

"What I'm trying to do with my 
store is realize what the trends are and 
then go away from them," said owner 


KRT photo 
Jill Wenger, who recently changed the 
name of her boutique from m:pulse. 
"You're not going to see flower pins in 
here." 

Instead, Wenger's philosophy is to 
spend more and buy less: "I like to 
pick pieces that you can wear six dif- 
ferent ways." To that end, Impulse 
carries hard-to-find lines like Jane 
Mayle (ruffled tuxedo blouses), 
Habitual (denin.) and United Bamboo 
(black cocktail dresses). 

"My core belief is that if some- 
thing is special and unique, women 
will pay any amount for it," Wenger 
said. 

To wit: Hani YT-shirts—with 
lace collars, by husband-and-wife 
design team Y & Kei—run $240. 

Says Wenger: "I've already sold 
three of them in a week.” 


Tiger prints, Leopard prints, and zebra, oh my! 


Animal prints bring 
flair to new Fall 
fashions 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


Real or Fake? That may be the 
question you find yourself asking 
next time you inquire about what 
your classmate is wearing. 

This fall, animal prints and ani- 
mal furs are making a comeback in 


the fashion industry. 

From fur lined vests to leopard 
print camisoles, fashonistas at 
NECC better be ready to prepare 
their closets to let a hint of animal 
print in. 

Popular stores such as Express, 
American Eagle Outfitters and The 
Limited plan on carrying these 
styles throughout the winter of 
2005, these prints are also taking 
over many department store 
themes, including Macy's, JC pen- 
ney and Filenes, just to name a few. 

Like all fashions, this trend was 
inspired by the high-end couture 
that you would most likely only see 
popular celebrities wearing, and 
like other trends, the celebrities are 
already forecasting a high volume 
of these styles, which eventually 
filter down into the pubic. 

Stars such as Cameron Diaz, 
Julia Roberts and Demi Moore 
have been out on the town in what 
style forecasters say are the hottest 
looks of the season. 

Prints featured are ranging from 
leopard, zebra and tiger stripe, 
being seen on shirts, blazers and 
pants. The prints are also taking on 
the handbag industry with some 
popular designers have been intro- 
ducing their winter lines with lots 
of spunk to them, some even 
including the skunk look. 

Animal print was most popular 
in the early 1990's, which for some 
us doesn't seem so long ago, but 


just like any trends, they always 
make a comeback, even if they 
were not some of the most popular. 

However, fashion industry 
experts are warning not to over do 
this trend. Although animal prints 
can be very fun and sexy, overdo- 
ing it may make you look like you 
came straight out of the jungle. 
Mixing and matching these prints 
with solids will be the most popular 
ways to wear them this season. 

To mix the soon to be popular 
prints into your wardrobe, you can 
pair print tops with black pants or 
dark jeans. But use caution when 
wearing these prints as skirts or 
pants, if you're not careful, well 
you could end up looking like the 
walking animal itself, and we 
wouldn't want to scare anyone. 
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{ ; ARIES (March 21- 
, April 20) Rare announce- 
Ares ments from distant friends 
or isolated relatives will be a key 
theme over the next 11 days. Lifestyle 
choices, relocation or serious financial 
decisions may be on the agenda. Offer 
heartfelt advice: your ideas are valid. 
Later this week, authority figures may 
unexpectedly demand completed pro- 
jects. Complicating errors and delays 
may be bothersome. Don't hesitate to 
request assistance. Trusted friends and 
colleagues will be eager to provide 
their expertise. 


oO TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) Long-term friend- 

Taurus shins may this week 
require special diplomacy. Over the 
next few days, family conflict, com- 
peting values and fears of romantic 
isolation may strain important discus- 
sions. Remain patient: much is chang- 
ing. After mid-week, vivid dreams 
and glimpses into the future are high- 
lighted. Some Taureans may realize 
that a postponed career aspiration is 
now workable. Aim for higher 
achievement than previously planned. 
New pathways will soon be revealed 


GEMINI (May 21- 

I] June 21) Business and 
financial advances now 

gemini demand revised strategies. 
Before mid-week, expect 

authority figures to outline new rules 
or time restrictions. Stay balanced: 
key projects will soon encounter team 
limitations. Wednesday through 
Saturday, rest and quiet reflection are 
highly favored. If possible, schedule 
extra private time with loved ones or 
added leisure activities. By early next 
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week, long-term relationships will 
move toward greater social and 
romantic harmony. 


Te | CANCER (June 22- 
O July 22) Bold opinions 
may this week disrupt 
Cancer family relationships. 
Discussions in the home will yield lit- 
tle results before mid-week: pace 
yourself and wait for others to offer 
concrete solutions. Thursday through 
Sunday, group invitations are unreli- 
able. Late cancellations or low social 
interest will be an ongoing theme over 
the next few weeks. Use this time to 
finalize important work projects’ or 
resolve disputed financial paperwork. 
Practical details now require dedica- 
tion and accuracy. 


Je, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Social plans will this 
week require special dedi- 
cation in order to succeed. 
Monday through Thursday, friends 
and colleagues may be reluctant to 
mix business contacts with personal 
relationships. Be supportive but ask 
probing questions: underlying jeal- 
ousies may be a key factor. After mid- 
week, many Leos will begin a phase 
of career evaluation and job expan- 
sion. Key officials will offer few 
clues: find positive routes to success 
through creative partnerships. 


mn 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) News from loved 
ones may this week initiate 
complex family decisions. 
Property investments, 
loans, legal documents or business 
expansion are highlighted. Check fact 
thoroughly and expect financial 
details to change. After mid-week, 
workplace boredom may trigger rest- 


to Pace University. 


Learn more 


less speculation or gossip. Colleagues 
will question invitations, ask for pri- 
vate details or challenge friendly com- 
ments. Take none of it personally. At 
present, group relations need time to 
fully develop 


QO 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Financial decisions, 

1, acareer« ‘choices _ wand 

Libra lifestyle plans may this 
week demand careful negotiations. 
Loved ones are now highly motivated 
to settle family differences: after 
Tuesday, expect strongly expressed 
opinions and quick ultimatums. Use 
this time to address doubts or disap- 
pointment: intimacy and improved 
trust will eventually bring the desired 
result. Later this week, dramatic 
glimpses of the future are accented: 
remain open to unique romantic sug- 
gestions. 


I] SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
lL Novy. 22) Monday through 
~~ Wednesday, business rou- 
SCOP tines may be quickly 
changed to accommodate new 
employees or controversial ideas. 
Tensions are high: wait for bosses or 
mangers to resolve disputes. After 
Thursday, love relationships are gen- 
tly flirtatious and fulfilling. Romantic 
partners will search out your approval 
and social attention. Offer genuine 
compliments and watch for slow 
progress. Loved ones will soon press 
for added home commitments and 
new social promises. 


x 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 


23-Dec. 21) Delicate 
Sagi romantic overtures will be 


difficult to resist this 


LEARN WHY YOU SHOULD 


week. Monday through Thursday, 
expect a potential friend or new lover 
to offer rare public affections. 
Respond honestly: your attitude and 
reaction will be carefully studied. 
Later this week, someone close may 
provide help with complex home or 
workplace schedules. Friends and 
lovers will opt for practical assistance 
over emotional advice. Stay open to 
compassionate gestures, revised 
duties and workable suggestions. 


© 22-Jan. 20) Over the next 


; seven days, many 
. Capricorns will be offered 
an unusual business choice. Ethical 
standards, job promotions and group 
promises are highlighted. Stay 
focused on small duties: political 
alliances will not yield the desired 
results. Thursday through Sunday, 
yesterday's friends or lovers may 
reappear. Old memories are now a 
strong motivator for change. 
Nostalgic moments are intriguing but 
limited: if possible, avoid repeated 
emotional patterns from the past. 


VN Feb. 19) Older friends or 
WN relatives may this week 
Aquarius request advice conceming 
property disagreements, 
legal contracts or large purchases. 
Thoroughly study rules and regula- 
tions before offering suggestions. 
Deadlines, revised facts and misinfor- 
mation may be bothersome. After 
mid-week, a complicated romantic or 
social invitation will require careful 
consideration. Emotional triangles, 
past obligations and public criticism 
are accented. Stay calm: progress will 
be slow but steady. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


Ht PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Fast social or 


Pisces romantic proposals may 
this week arrive without 
warning. If so, expect passionate 
overtures and dramatic social trian- 
gles over the next 11 days. For some 
Pisceans, daily or family. obligations 
will change. Thursday through 
Sunday, avoid acting as workplace 
mediator or team leader. In the com- 
ing weeks, colleagues will rely too 
heavily on your public reputation or 
wisdom. Don't be fooled: others may 
now wish to relinquish control of out- 
dated or difficult assignments. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Family discussions may be unusually 
intense over the next five weeks. 
Financial and emotional security in 
the home may be a key issue: expect 
loved ones and romantic partners to 
voice strong opinions or request 
meaningful change. Concrete housing 
or money decisions should be final- 
ized by early December, At present, a 
fairly complex era of restlessness in 
the home and strained finances needs 
to end. Early in 2006, fresh social and 
romantic choices may trigger contro- 
versy. Planetary alignments now sug- 
gest that unproductive relationships 
will soon dramatically fade and be 
replaced by passionate, unexpected 
encounters. All is well: choose care- 
fully and remain loyalty to your own 
aspirations. 


TRANSFER TO PACE UNIVERSITY 


Simple Transfer Credit Program: 


Pace will accept a maximum of 68 credits from accredited two-year colleges. 


Outstanding Scholarship Opportunities: 

Our prestigious Deans’ Scholarship progtam affers qualified 
students awards up to $9,040 per year, Due to limited funds, 
we encourage you te apply as soon as passible. 


Over 80 Majors In The Following Areas: 


* Business 


* Computer Science 


* Education 


* Information Systems * Liberal Arts & Sciences * Nursing 


Outstanding Cooperative Education Program: 


Pace offers one of the largest, most successful Cooperative Education 
programs in the New York City metropolitan area. Last year over 900 


undergraduate students earned income and significant work experience 
in corporations, government, and non-profit organization. 


Guaranteed Tuition 


We guarantee that your tuition will not increase for up to five years, 
as long as you remain registered full-time. 


PAGE 


UNIVERSITY 
A New York Success Story 


For more information, www.pace.edu or call 1-800-874-PACE ext Al3 
New York * White Plains * Pleasantville/Briarcliff * Hudson Valley 
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Intramural dodgeball leads to 
possibilities of new club 


Continued from Page | 


The group has added Bruce 
Potter, the head of student activities, 
as its faculty advisor. 

“We're looking to do unique 
activities that are not in the main- 
stream,” said Potter. 

There is very little chance the 
club, if it becomes an official organi- 
zation, will be granted funding for 


The weekly dodgeball games are open to all NECC stu- 


the current semester. To date, the 
club has a tist of possible planned 
activities for this semester, including 
bi-monthly card tournaments at both 
campuses, a variety of fundraising 
activities and “active brainstorming 
and augmentation of ingenious 
modus operandi.” 

The club will continue to hold its 
original event, a weekly dodgeball 
game. Started last year by Potter, the 
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dents with a valid ID and are played in the gym. ° 


Cross County’s Megan Lewis 


Megan Lewis sets 
new school record 
for 5K time 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Teh ¢ 
cross-country 
season is off to 
a_ slow, yet 
exciting, start 
for the season. 

On the 
women’s side 
of things, 
Megan Lewis is 
off to a fantas- 
tic start. In the 


first meet of the season at Gordon 
College, Lewis placed 83 out of 198 
runners. In the process, she broke the 
Northern Essex record for fastest 3K 
time by a female. 

Clocking in at 23 minutes and 6 
seconds, her time broke the old 
record, formally set at 23:38 by Adria 
Michitson in 2000, by 32 seconds. 

Lewis was not done with the 
record books, because in the second 
watch of the season, the Tri-State 
Invitational at the Community 
College of Rhode Island, she broke 
her own record by running 22:59. 
She placed 34 out of 88 runners. 

“Megan Lewis is having a fan- 
tastic season so far. She is a diamond 
in the rough... a very tough competi- 
tor. We are extremely pleased with 
the progress she has made the past 
month of practice,” said cross coun- 
try coach Dawn Caputo. 

The women’s team still has 


2005 Volleyball Schedule 


Opponent 


NHT! 


NHTI 


Hesser 


Holyoke 


Site 


two-hour dodgeball games attracted 
upwards of 50 students last semester. 

“I wanted to play (dodgeball) 
and I just started talking to people to 
see if there was an interest,” said 
Potter. “By the end of last semester 
we had anywhere from 20-50 people 
in the gym playing.” 

“That is his baby,” said NECC 
athletic director Sue MacAvoy, 
referring to Potter starting the week- 
ly dodgeball game. “All I do is 
provide the equipment.” 

Why dodgeball? 

“It’s a great game that men 
and women can play together. 
We even had anywhere from 5 
to 10 members of the deaf 
community playing last year. 
Its just a good activity,” 
explained Potter. 

Sean O’Brien, one of the 
"=~ original dodgeball players 
ws agrees. 
= “It’s a great activity that 

everybody knows, plus I think 
the movie ‘Dodgeball’ helped 
make the game popular again.” 

The weekly dodgeball 
game is back this year running 
on Thursdays from 11 a.m. to | 


players waiting for eligibility issues 
to clear up before they can run this 
season. 
The men’s team, however, 
has had a rough start. 
“We have alot of work to do on 
the men’s side,” said Caputo. “We 


‘have five weeks to Districts and 


hopefully by then we will be racing 
as well as we can. It is a big jump for 
the high school guys going from rac- 
ing 5ks to 5 miles. It really takes a 
season to figure it out, learn the dif- 
ference courses.” 

The men’s team added back 
Dorian Tsiplakis who was the captain 
in 2002; Tsiplakis is currently 
NECC’s number one runner. “Being 
a full-time staff member at Cedardale 
limits his practice time with us but I 
e-mail workouts when he is not here. 
Having him back is great. He is 
extremely knowledgeable in weight 
training, supplemental training meth- 


p.m. All students need to join is a 
valid NECC student ID and to sign a 
waiver form. Then they have a 


ods, and core fitness. This has added 
been a huge benefit to our program,” 
said Caputo. 

There is over a month until the 
district and national meets and coach 
Caputo sees positive things. 

“We are gaining fitness week to 
week and racing ourselves into 
shape.” 

The next meet will be October 8 
at NHTI’s Crocker Wellness Center 
beginning at 11 p.m. 


Crowell Invitational at Gordon 
College, September 25 


Women: 5K 198 runners 


83th place Megan Lewis 23:06 
Men: 5 Miles 197 runners 
152th place Joel Nunez 34:48 
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Andrw Fale, a founding member of the ESCAPIST 
club, takes dodgeball very seriously. 


chance to go against the star team of 
“nuf-nuf dip said.” 


breaks NECC records twice 


153th place Joe Terlikowsky 
34:54 

166th place David Esposito 
35:30 

174th place Mike Cenower 
37:11 


Tri-State Invitational at 
Community College of Rhode Island, 
October 2 


Women: 5K 88 runners 
34th place Megan Lewis 22:59 
Men: 8K 97 runners 


54th place Dorian Tsiplakis 
32:20 

69th place Joel Nunez 33:36 

73rd place David Esposito 34:28 

76th place Joe Terlikosky 35:01 

86th place Mike Cenower 37:46 


2005 Cross Country Schedule 


Meet 


NHTI 


Rivier College 


Crocker Wellness Center 


Nashua, NH 


Northeast District Suffolk C.C. 


NJCAA Nations 


Finger Lakes C.C. 


11:00 


4:00 (M) 
4:30 (W) 


TBA 


10:00 


af 
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Volleyball suffers tough losses 


Knights lose new- 
comer to possible 
season ending injury 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The volleyball team started slow, 
but with more practice and familiar- 
ity amongst the players, the team has 


turned a corner. 

Following a season opening loss 
to Unity College 3-2, the Knights 
had over a week until they stepped 
on the court again. The biggest 
problem the team had was court 
awareness. With only a week of 
practice leading up to the opener, the 
team had yet to fully gel and become 
a cohesive unit. 

Despite a good week of practice 
a critical injury suffered off the court 
one day before their second meet 


would prove costly. Promising new- 
comer Alicia Noury broke her hand 
in a car accident last Tuesday night. 
The injury could sideline her for the 
rest of the season. 

“With only a small number of 
players, every injury hurts,” said 
head coach Sue MacAvoy. “Without 
Alicia, we had to move some people 
around into positions that they have 
not practiced in yet this season.” 

On Sept. 29, the Knights took on 
NHIT and were swept 3-0 (24-30, 


27-30 and 22-30). Despite playing 
in a new position, co-captain Mary 
Peralta played a great game. 

“We moved Mary around and 
she played fantastic. She stepped up 
big for us,” said MacAvoy. 

Looking to rebound, the Knights 
played a three-team tournament on 
Oct. 1 against Holyoke Community 
College and Hesser College. 
Northern Essex recorded its first vic- 
tory of the season with a 2-0 (30-23 
and 30-18) win over Holyoke. 


Following the victory, the 
Knights lost to Hesser 0-2 (20-30 
and 17-30). 

“We just ran out of gas,” said 
MacAvoy. “We only had six players 
for both matches and we just got 
tired.” 

The Knights will look to get 
back on track with home opener on 
Thursday, October 6, when NHTI 
visits Northern Essex at 6 p.m. 


Fall recreation and intramural 
programs start another season 


Campus game room 


offers pool, ping- 
pong abd more 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Looking for a good game of 
pool? How about a flag football 
game? Or maybe a ping pong tour- 
nament? The Recreation and 
Intramural program at Northern 
Essex Community College offers all 
of these, and so much more. 

Located in the lobby of the 
Sports and Fitness building on the 
Haverhill campus, the program 
offers a variety of activities. The 
main lobby, known as the campus 
game room, currently houses four 
slate pool tables, two ping pong 
tables, a foosball table, seven regular 
round tables, sitting lounge with TV, 
vending machines, Knight’s Table 
snack bar and the NECC trophy 
wall. The ping-pong and foosball 
tables are free with a valid NECC 
student ID, but the pool tables 
require a small fee of $3 an hour. 

Aside from the tables, playing 
cards and board games such as 
chess, checkers, backgammon and 
Spanish Scrabble as well as sports 


equipment like basketballs, soccer 
balls, footballs, softball equipment 
and volleyballs are available to bor- 
row for free. All that is needed for 
any of these is a valid NECC student 
ID. 

The game room and the gym are 
open for student use from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

If you would rather play a com- 
petitive, organized sport or tourna- 
ment instead of a friendly pool game 
the Intramural portion of the pro- 
gram is what you are looking for. 
Through out the week, various 
games are being organized in the 
Sports and Fitness Center. 

Whether it’s outdoor sports like 
flag football, whiffle ball, ultimate 
frisbee, soccer, disk golf or indoor 
tournaments in pool, ping pong, 
foosball, basketball shooting con- 
tests or chess, the recreation and 
intramural program has a just the 
game you are looking for. 

There is no long time commit- 
ment for any of the outdoor intra- 
mural sports. Each activity is a sep- 
arate entity that operates on the 
scheduled day only. 

“Over the last few years, we 
have really begun expanding the 
program,” said Northern Essex 
Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy. 
“We have found that the single day 
activities work better then the reoc- 
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“The Knights Table” snack bar offers a variety of food 
and drink, as well as rentals for pool, ping-pong and 


sports equipment. 


curring weekly 
activities 
because students 
do not need to 
feel tied down 
and I think that 
helps.” 

The _ recre- 
ation and intra- 
mural program is 
in full swing. 
New games are 
forming every 
week and are 
always looking 
for new players. 
Anyone interest- 
ed in the pro- 
gram or looking 
for a schedule of 
upcoming events 
is encouraged to 
stop by the 
Sports and 
Fitness center on 
the Haverhill 
campus. 
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The lobby of the Sports and Fitness center, known as the game 
room, houses pool, ping pong and foosball tables, plus regular 


tables, a lounge, MTV-U television and a snack bar. 


Recreation and Intramural schedule 


October 
5: Whiffle ball 
7: One mile fun run 
11: Frisbee golf 
13: Fall foliage hike 
17: Flag football 
: Outdoor soccer 
: Ping Pong tournament 
: Ultimate Frisbee 
: Outdoor soccer 
: Ultimate Frisbee 


November 

2: Outdoor soccer 

4: Hot shots basketball 
7: Ultimate Frisbee 

9: Outdoor soccer 

14: Ultimate Frisbee 
16: Free pool 

18: Three point contest 
21: Game board day 


22: 8-ball pool tournament 
29: Chess tournament 
30: Ping pong tournament 


December 


2: Knockout contest 

5: Cards: “*45’s” 

7: Foosball tournament 

9: Basketball: “21” 

13: 9-ball pool tournament 


14: Free pool 


All activities are free and held in the 
lobby of the Sports and Fitness build- 
ing and run from 12 p.m. to | p.m. 


The lobby of the Sports and Fitness 
center and the gym are open from 10 
a.m.to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday 
for student use. 
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Knight’s baseball a 
much needed facelift 


Home of state 
champs gets 


necessary work 


By TOM WHALEN 
Contributing Reporter 


The Northern Essex Community 
College’s baseball field received a 
badly needed make over during the 
summer semester. 

The school has only played six 
games at Northern Essex in the last 
five years, due to some very wet 
springs and bad field conditions. The 
field, being the 
lowest area on 
campus, is the last 
spot to dry and for 
years, the team has 
been playing all 


Fitness Center about the baseball 
field, located behind the Sport and 
Fitness center. 

During the heat of summer, the 
maintenance department started 
working on the baseball field. Paul 
Tomasz, Head Groundskeeper, was 
cutting in the bases, clearing the field 
and spent a few weeks filling in right 
field with loam to level off the field 
and assist in the draining. Last year 
he leveled specifically left field. 

Bateson Construction Company 
offered to donate a new infield. 
Given the go-ahead, they came in, 
leveled the infield and laid down an 
application of new clay to promote 


drainage. After having a champi- 
onship team last year, everyone 
was motivated to pitch in, roll up 
their sleeves and re-create the 
home field. 

“Our team has improved, so 
let’s improve the field. We will © 
bring it all up to the next level — ; 
that sort of thing, everyone was 
helping. We really worked hard 
on it, the team worked extremely 
hard on it, the coaching staff; we 
were all out there in the pouring 
rain last year doing as much as we 
could to get the field playable,” 
said MacAvoy. “It’s been very 
exciting. We’re also trying to get 
a backstop. Maybe 
the school can help 
us out with that.” 

The Northern 
Essex Knights have 
started playing their 


their home games fall season under 
at Whittier Tech Head Coach Kerry 
and Haverhill Quinlan, who is now 
Stadium. in his fifth year. With 
“Last season, their first game on the 
we got to play out new field against 
here. The field was Suffolk University 
not in the best of two weekends ago, 
condition, but it ede they felt right at 
was playable,” said Ryan McAskill photo home. 
Sue MacAvoy, Harsh weather has made the baseball field “It was a very 


Athletic Director 
at the Sport and 


unplayable in the past. 


good, tough game, and 
they picked right up 


Fantasy sports go 
mainstream 


Fantasy sports have 
become a million 
dollar business 


By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


Over 15 million Americans 
spend a significant amount of 
money and time 
everyday research- 
ing and making 
adjustments to their 
“fantasy” sport 
teams, which leads 
to the question, why 
are fantasy sports so 
popular? 

There are four 
major sport organi- 
zations in the United 
States, the National 
Football League (NFL), Major 
League Baseball (MLB), National 
Basketball Assosiation (NBA), and 
the National Hockey League (NHL). 
Fantasy teams can be made from 
each of these sports. 

Essentially, a fantasy team is 
based on the participant drafting a 
team of a set amount of players in a 
league that can range anywhere 
from eight to 16 teams. The perfor- 
mance of one’s team depends on the 
performances of the players that the 
person draft. 

Fantasy football and baseball are 


among the most popular fantasy 
sports to play. But to play, however, 
there comes a price. In 2004, foot- 
ball raked in over $100 million 
while baseball brought in just over 
$20 million in total revenue accord- 
ing to the FSTA (Fantasy Sports 
Trade Association). 

In a recent poll I conducted of 
50 people who play and pay for a 
fantasy franchise. It was asking, 
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In 2004, football raked in over 
100 million dollars, while base- 
ball brought in just over $20 mil- 
lion in revenue. 


why are fantasty sports so popular? 

The most common answer: “It’s 
fun, easy, and makes every game on 
TV more exciting to watch.” When 
asked if paying $35 per team (aver- 
age for ESPN and CBS SportsLine) 
bothered them, most stated that they 
would play for free through YAHOO 
but, still place money in a pot and 
distribute it out to the winner of the 
league. The biggest payout for a fan- 
tasy league winner to date, accord- 
ing to Forbes, is $200,000. 

When asked if they thought the 


lure of gambling contributed to 
America’s lust with fantasy sports, 
37 people agreed while the other 13 
said they think it is the popularity of 
the sport that brings in the interest. 

The United States has become 
infatuated with fantasy sports, 
including all the major television 
networks. Fox Sports Net (FSN) 
runs a fantasy show every week giv- 
ing the viewer tips and advice on 
weekly lineups and injuries, 
and even ESPN has a seg- 
ment every week on Sports 
Center called Diamond 
Cutters that caters to fanta- 
sy baseball. It’s so big that 
FOX and ESPN held a fan- 
tasy football draft with for- 
mer players and celebrities. 

It does not stop there; 
the internet is flooded with 
websites (some charge a 
fee) that grant you access to 
cheat sheets of player rank- 
ings to prepare you for your draft 
and some websites even send you up 
to the minute injury updates through 
e-mail so you never miss a beat. 
Also let’s not forget about maga- 
zines published exclusively for fan- 
tasy sports. It seems wherever you 
turn you hear something about fan- 
tasy sports. 

The last question asked in the 
poll was “are fantasy sports here to 
stay?” and the answer from almost 
everyone was, “Yes,” and I would 
have to agree with that. 


where they left off. We actually have 
a stronger team this year,” said 
Quinlan. 

With a 24 and 6 record last sea- 
son and two state titles in the last 
three years, Quinlan knows the 
importance of having a home field. 
“It’s a huge advantage for us to have 
our own field back. We can practice 
and play on it, and with a little more 
work it'll be just as good as any field 
we play on in New England.” 

In these days of inflated gas 


Ryan McAskill photo 
The baseball field has had a summers worth of work put 
into it inorder to improve the overall condition. 


prices, it would only make sense to 
have a home field. Not only would it 
be very cost effective, the time spent 
transporting the players and equip- 
ment could be put to use on the prac- 
tice field. 

Days after returning from their 
spring Florida tour, weather permit- 
ting, the Knights will be looking for- 
ward to playing baseball on their new 
home field this season. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) Who owned the New Jersey 
Generals from the old USFL? 


2.) Who were the *‘Steagles" of 


the NFL? 


3.) In 1983, the Dallas Cowboys' 
Tony Dorsett set what record that 
someday may be tied, but never 


broken? 


4.) In 1956, two baseball umpires 
broke what longstanding tradition? 


5.) Which stadium became the 
permanent site for the NFL's Pro 


Bowl in 1980? 
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New campus opens in North Andover 
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A gardening class meets in one of the classrooms. 
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group of college employees gathers in a portion of the ‘Great Room’. 
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An NECC student reads issue 2 of the Observer in the mezzanine of the campus. The main entrance for NECC’s new facility. 


